- — n eee F 8 
* EN n A N 2 x 
ad q 4 3 a 
; Wy e MN + 8 * 2 
: I "F FO 
„ * 
* 8 1 1 © 


Re NG opp . * 
; 2 


8 ri ; oe ere ; * R 8 * 7 1 \ * L TH . ; * : SY 5 1. * 0 1 
; 0. of " 8 * * 2 e 855 
| 1" . \ "PF a * N = _ * ET 


N ü * * : a , 8 7 5 N Te 
f 8 8 6 SS as 
b A * * * l 5 * n AN F * N. , # 
: * 1 * 1 "< « bh, & 7 # i k , 14 | 4 ag J ®. * ö : 4 
ba v " n 
; 7 3 be 4 i 15 | a * 
N . Ae IG ö 
- : - ; ; N 4. l 9 þ 
4 45 4a f N A, * . ” \ „ » 1 ** . 1 
ol i o 7 * * ern * 9 1 
* k = - * Rs. 0 As , : . 0 a 
* + + , * # s ; uh * 4 * : . * i 
* . - . 1 4 „ 4 # : k * 4 | *, 
p 4 57 L * 
1 2 LY ** * 
1 % — . * * ? J 
p o "MN 1 1 
. 4 1 * - ” ; * k " 4 
f . de | - f 
9 'F . = 
S + N 4 : «> | = 
* * - c 2 A * „* 5 0 I * 6 
* : - * * n OY 
z . : * 
„ . t 4 4 * I N N= b 5 * » q 
* * "2 
4 , 3 
LE . 4 
P * \ * P i 
* * * 
: 7 8 0 | a 
| 0 : 
* | a 5 8 
. * ” * * 2 * 
| 2 DJ a © Ges Fr ' 
9 a * 8 
. ; * * 
|  S " W-- | 
o F : 7 TE 
* 
{ * f 
5 N , | 
ao py | 
. Of © PE 
. * 1 f 7 5 5 | 
. A a 
. * — ” * 
3 2 | 
| 1 E 
» 2 . - F 
; 3 | 1 
f n a 1 
I 
* 


8 


"_ 


838 


* 


CY 


- 


— 
WN 


* 
n 


ORE — 


„ 


— 


$ 


e 


PPP eee 


A 
Serious Word 


10 THE 


P OSTERIT 


Holy A E N; 
Calling upon them 
„ 


EI. Gas 


* — —_—___ 


—— nd 


——ů ᷣ— — Ä UTI es omg 


— 


r 


Being the Abſtract of a Number 
SERMONS Preacaed, 


By Fobn Willians, M. 


Taſtor of the Church of Chriſt in 
Deer field. 


— . — 


* 


0 SD N; -w- England : 
Printed by B. Green, | 


MDCCRxRIX. 


Exalt their Fathers 9 1 = I 


. 
A | 


Y 


————_ 


6 


of 


| 


* * « + a. th 7 b y rs a — c 

0 . 5 i —— T4. l 7 As 6 NF C | SP” oo EG Ems. Pots MCC 2% _ x 3 5 ee a _ 

IRE » Wr + a . a 8 . r lee oh A. — 2 wal TI” * 2 ** 0 1 1 * » * 
Dr * Weinen 5 "1, and . 2 * — 0 de n 1 l N 7 ors * Nr Ts 3 r I een e 
of 8 * B SITS. EY Lo Ns W r. 0 ww”, way” 's a ens 2, af” LEI) r Ca wes. Ao EEE. wer) 7 N Nerd 3 n „ 
* n n 7.7 0 \ \ J R a dy * . q * — * 8 { BE 4 aa * 4 * » 
Q , UW N 41 OS ap! * 5 — W „ + 8 N 8 * W by — 's Ft Ep: «#0þ, 
\ Li N : 2 2 N 


Ne 


s = 
1 — 
oy : 
1 Bebe i - 4 \ * . 
; F . Apis * 
FP 8 * » 
of Ws * 5 ** 2 4 by 24. ** F © 
© bd Gann? i : y . ws f 
Ms | poet's ren * p j F 
* g * 2 8 1 F yy, * 3 17 BS mung 2 , K jw 2 3 
Py. 5 * 5 RPE. — 2c Ps o_ Rhouss 4 OTC — — r * R . « 2 43, aka a, b fl 2 a — 
5 n r 8 — 5 , 9 , Ae wo — * . : . 22. q 
2 E 1 _ 
* 1 Aa Ow 


b OO On On Oy Onan 
„ "of ene „se N 1 pot: „ 


eee 
1 


22 — r — = 


rr 


— "Va 


r - SIO YG oh HPO . 


t 


EEE EE IT TEE e ee 


7 


The Privilege & Duty 


Children of godly Parents. 
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The Lord is my Fathers God 5 
and 1 will exals Him 


HE preceeding Chapter giues an ³ü 
! hiſtorical Aceount of the wonder- fl; 
ful Providence of G0 D, in com- 
De pleating Hrael's Deliverance from 
2 their Zgyptian Enemies, by drown- - 
3 ing Pharaoh and his, Hoſt in the 
Red Sea. And this Chapter, wherein zhe Text is, 1 
contains a Song of Praiſe to G O D, Mhich % 
and the T/raclires expreſſed their thankful A c- 
:n0wledgements upon that occaſion. Tis the 
moſt ancient Song we know of ; a Divine Song. 
ihe Compoſyure is elegant, and in a very affecting 
ain: and dòöubtleſs holy Moſes was directed and 
ppired from above in the drawing of it up. The. 
ontents of it were very acceptable and well plea- 
ung to G0 D. As He by his Spirit indited the, 
dong, ſo by his Providence He order'd the Delivery i 
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De Privilege & Duty of 


of it to his People, and putting is upon Record, for 
the benefit of his Church to the end of the World, 

It appears from the Song, that A, terminated 
his Joy in the Lox D, JraeFs mighty Redeemer : 
and that his higheſt Deſign was the Glory of GOD. 
His holy Soul makes its Boaſt in and of GOD, and 
acknowleges the Power of the moſt High maniteſted 
in the fight of all Iſrael. He thankfully makes 
mention of the Works of Wonder and Mercy GOD 
had wro'r for him and #his People; and as a pro- 
Per Return, reſolves upon a Life of Praiſe and Obe- 

jence. 

Omitting other affecting Paſſages, I ſhall only 


take notice of what he ſays in our Text. He is my 


Fathers God, aud TI will exalt Him. Here's a pious 
Acknowledgment of GOD in his Coverant-Rela- 


tion to his People; My Fathers God. Which he 


reflects upon as Matter of Joy and Praiſe; it being 
an excellent Privilege, to bè the Poſterity of ſuch 
2s were nearly related to GOD and intereſted in 
Him. And further in this he might have a View 
to the Engagement or Motive, ariſing from thay 
Confideration, to fear and honour GOD. Henee 
the Reſolution, which follows ; ---- And T will 
et Hin, | 


The Obſervation I deſign to ſpeak to, from the 
Words, is this: 


Docr. GH AT its à high Privilege to be 


\* deſcend ſron godly Anceſtors ; and "tis the 
important Duty of ſuch as are ſo privileg'd, 
70 exalt the GO D of their Fathers, 


In the Profecution of this Doctrine, I ſhall en- 


deayour to ſhew, (1) That it is a great Privilege 
- fo, be the Deicendants of godly Anceſtors, (2) 
That ſuch are under ſpecial Obligatious to exalt 
meg D of their Fathers, 
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PROP. I. It is à great Favour to be deſcend- 


ed from religions Anceſtors ; or a very valuable 


Privilege to be born of godly Parents. 
, This] Ks 2 point, which the holy Scriptures do 
bundantly confirm; and many Conliderations 
* night be offer'd for che Clearing of it. 


It is no little Honour put upon them, to be 
eſcens of Anceſtors ſo wort 5y ind excellent. 

it is accounted a great Privilege to be the Poſte- 

ity of rich and honourable Parents; of Parents that 


are great Favourites in the Courts of Earthly Princes. 
BU 


ih the bleſſed GOD, with the Lord IESUS 


only great & truly honourable : of high Account 
V. 


ARIS T, and with holy Angels. They are 


ew a Choſen Generation, a Royal N ji 


unto God, his peculiar Treaſure aud Inherit. 
Ti hey are {aid go be Kings and Pr; efts unto 604% 
due ch, of whom he World i {5 OG ROY thy. 

) what an Honour is it to be related to ſuch! 
David t OUS! ht it a great Thing to be tne King's 
8 31 LAW, 7 1 Sam. 1 e } And (hall it 8811 

9 thing to us, to be the Children of ſuch” as 
are King 8 and Prieſts unto GOD, who as Princes 
he © 8 er with GOD! W ke. while in this 
| ord are his Favorites; and when taken henc2, 
„ exalted to great Dignity . 22d Happineſs in the 
Ki dom, of Heaven 

Th 0 ts w35 counted it no ſmall Honour to ther 
tc they were the Offapring of the holy Patriarchs. 


4% 
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Spiri ty) Na have. Abraham jo eur Father H Ve 
l babe 'S Secth, aud Were HOU: F788 bondage fo. any 


%. woe þ Hence, they laid in a way of Inſult, to 
4 3 | our 


The Children of godly Parents. + 


It a they are more highly favour'd and ex- 
- d, chat are born of Religious Parents; deſcended 

n Godly Anceſtors. For the Righteous are the 
75 „cellent in the Earth; the wileſt and beſt, che 


* „ of God, and Fopnr- Heirs with Feſus Chriſt * 


It W 0 W bat th: ey glory 41 in (tho' not with a right 
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4 The Privilege & Duty of 


our bleſſed Lord, Art thou greater than our Father 
Abraham? Whom makeſt thou thy ſelf ? ---- Our 
Lord reprov'd them indeed for ſinfully reſting. in 
their Relation to Abraham, as if this wou'd ſecure 
them from GO Ds Wrath, while yet they were 
without the faith and holineſs of Abraham. How 
ever their Abuſe is no argument that it was not 2 
very valuable Privilege and Honour to be ſo de. 
fcended. And it is obſervable, in the Enumeration 
which the Apoſtle (Rom. 9.) makes of the Ad- 
vantages that the Je, had above all other Na- 
tions, he begins with that, Ne are Jraelites, 
and adds afterwards, Whe/e are the Fathers, vis, 
* Avraham, Iſaac and Ira, and other Elders who: 
by faith obtained a good Report. This ( {ays one) 
was the n, firſt 'Titte of Honour, that they de-! 
Baz Tſcended from Him who was by GOD Bimblf Sir- MM 


named Jrael, becaufe as a Prince he had power i 
with GOD and prevailed. 1 
6 


2. The Children of godly Parents are further ! 
dign fy'd and diſtinguiſh'd, by the ( Hvenant-Rela- | 
ni, that is between G O D ond Tom. 1 

They are the Children or Parents in Covenant c: 
with GOD : and in Conſequence of this, They are 


'Þ - . themſelves allo in a Covenant-Relation to GO D, er 

ds other Children are not. So the Song of Ae / 

by runs, He 75 my God, and T will prepare Him 21M :: 
. Rabitation ; wy Fathers God, and I will exalt Him. 


This was the Covenant that the LORD made with 
Abrayam, That He would be a GOD unto Him, 
and to #i5 Seed after him. (Gen. 17. .) Which 
Covenant was renew'd with J/aac-and Fareoh, and 
confirmed to their Poſterity. Hence that of the A- 
poltle, Rom. 9. 4. Lo are Hrablites; to HM 
pertammeth the Adoption, aud the G/ory, and tht 
Conenenti, &c. They were by a National Adoption 


Y nearly related to GOD : | Pract is called 4s Sen,! 
i fr /i-born, Excd. 4. 22. G OD often mentions est 
| FY 1] 


the Covenant-Rgiation between Him and the Jews, 
3 | 235 
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as their high Honour and Privilege. Afojes often 
es notice to them; How GOD had feen them 
be 4 peculiar People unto Himſelf, above all the 
N.ationus upon Earth. GOD directed Meſes to let 

froh know the Relation that ae ſtood in 
Aim; not of a Servant meerly, but of a Son and 
born; whoſe Liberty and Honour therefore 
De was very jealous for. When GO D heard the 
| W ©:02ning of the Iſraelites under their Egyptian Bon- 
dæge; it is ſaid, He remembred his Covenant with 
ban, Jſaac and Facob ; and looked upon 
Win with Compaſſion. They were beloved jor 
ei, Fathers /ake : becauſe of the Covenant 
made with their Fathers, which took in the Chil- 


uren with the Parents. GOD ſpake of himlelf - 


o Aloſes and the liraclites, as the GOD of their 


bers; to encourage. their Faith in Him. And 


ed GOD's Covenant- Relation is à very great 

(See, Mal. 22. 10,11. & Jai. 63. 17, &c. 1 
1 75. 36. & 2 Chron. 20. 
bor Encouragement of Hope, when ſurrounded with 


1 


MM down with a ſenſe of our own Unworthinels. 
ee Gen. 32. 9, 10.) This may ſerve to excite 
„encourage back fliding Proſeſſors to return. (See 
114.) GOD calls them Children ſtill, tho“ 


e are back/tding Children. ; 


. hen GOD {ſeat Mies unto the Children of 
all , He put thole Words into his Mouth, --- The 
„Gd of pour Fathers, the GOD of Abraham, 
aſl tt SOD of Vaac, and th: GOD of Jacob, hath 
10 ic: me unto you: This i; my Name fer ever, and 


ii my Memorial unto all Generations. 


( Exod. 


Therefore he has given the Seals of his 
WM + icnant from Generation to Generation; fignify- 
ug chat it is an everlaſting Covenant: not a per- 

„ il Covenant with Abravam only, but an Entail 

no <xicnding to all the Seed : and not to that only 

55 


iich is of the Law and according te the Fleſh, but 


The Children of godly Parents. I 


f.ncouragement to Faith in the worſt of Times, 
This may be improv'd 


Dengers, { tee Gen. 46.2, 3. ) or when ready to be 
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5 The Privilege & Duty of 


to that alſe which is of the faith of Abraham, that 
walk in his Steps, who is the Father of us all. 
He is the Father of the Faithtul under the Neyw 
Teſtament-Diſpenſation, as well as under the Old. 
And the Blceiling of Abraham is come upen the 
Gentiles thro? Jelus Chriſt, The Promile is ſtil 
to you and to your Children ; --- I will be a God 
ro Thee and to thy Seed after Thee. --- Of ſuch is 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 1 
And is it not then an exceeding great Favour 
and Privilege, to be born of godly Parents, 
which brings us into this Covenant-Relation to 
GOD! Upon this account the initiating Seal of 
the Covenant is apply'd to the Infants of Believers; 
which was Circumciſion under the Law, but is Baf- 
tiſin now under the Goſpel. ---- By tkis ſolemn 
Rite they are dedicated to GOD, declared Mem- 
pers of the viſible Church, and inroll'd in the Es. 
mily of CHRIST. His Mark is put upon them, MW, 
as being born in his houle : his ſpecial Right in; 
them aſſerted, and his Providential Care engag'dM::; 
to them, as his Sons and Daughters, caſt upon kin: 
From the Womb. And hereby is furnifh'd out a very 
acceptable Plea to be us'd in Prayer by or tori 
them, Pfel. 86. 16. Give 7hy ftrength fo thy Servant, 
and ſave the Son of thy Handnnd, . 
In 2 word, Unto them pertain the Promiſes Nun 
many great and precious Promiſes are made to ge.. 
levers concerning their Poſterity. As that, Haig 
61.9.Their Seed ſhall -e known,--- all that ſee then 
Pall acknowledge thew, that te are the Seel 
aich the Lord hath bleffed. So Chap. 44. 3. J 
will pour cut wy Spirit upon thy Seed, and ny 
Bleſſing upon thine Offspring. | vee allo, Det. 
$0.6. Pal. 192, 28. --» 102.2. and innumerable other 
places. ] Now thele Promiſes afford the Children 
of holy Parents abundant Encouragement to ſeek 
GOD.and pat mto their Mouths 8 Pleas to urge 
in Prayer for Mercy and Grace, as the Children of 7 
others cannot make we ol. k 


F 


The Childres of godly Parents. | 


? Atl which ſpeaks the Advantage of a Covenant- 
„ ®ciition to GOD ; and fo the Privilege they en- 
e who are deſcended of godly Anceſtors. 


ei pass to fay in the next place, 


; The Children of pious Parents have the Ad- 
tage of many Prayers put up for them. 
5 They have a peculiar Remembrance in the Prayers 
rette whole Church of GOD at all times: who 
„Dae they make Supplications and Intercethons for 
ail en, yet do ſo in à particular manner tor GOD's 
eg ole, and their Seed. Pial. yo. 16, Let thy work 
3 ar unto thy Servants, and thy Glory unto their 
- WM £:idren. wy = 
dt more eſpechlly do the praying Parents bear 
MW ter upon their Hearts, in all their Addreſſes to the 
„one of Grace. How did Abraham pray even 
„bor mae! Gen 17. 18. And Abraham ſaid unto 
alc o bat Iſhmael might lime before T hee | — 
io! Feb day hy day carry'd all his Children in fer- 
nc prayers of faith to GOD for his Bleſſing. (See 
5.) So David pray'd, Give to Solomon my 
Son 2 perfect Heart, I Chron. 29. 19. | 
he Children of god!y Parents are the Subjects of 
Fran Prayers: And theſe very fervent and impor- 


MWtunitc. We may well think that believing Parents 
t their ſtrongeſt Faith and Fervour in wr 
i: GOD for the Graces and Bleſſings of a wel 


order'd Covenant to be diſpenſed to their dear Chil- 


re 
91 


Now is it not a great Privilege to have ſo many 
JI'ca'ors going up for them continually; even effectual 


ervont Prayers of the Righteous, which avail much 
Ani mutt it not therefore be a great Privilege to be 
07: of godly Parents 


They have the Advantage of early Inſtruction, 
ü 7 Prous Education. 
GON 
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The Privilege & Duxy of 


GOD ſaid concerning Abraham, Gen. 18. 19. 
I know him, that he will command his Children and 
his Houſehold aſter him; and they ſhall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and Judgment ; that 
the Lord may bring upon Alrabam that which 
he hath ſpoken of him. So David taught and 
Charged his Son, Nuoav thou the GOD of th Father, 
&c. x Chron. 28. 9.--+Which we find Solomon after- 
ward making mention of, and copying out ſome of 
the Leſſons he had learnt, to his own Children. Ses 
Prov. 46h. & 31/7, Chapters. | 
Pious Parents will not only pray for the Bleflings 
of the Covenant to come upon their Children; 
but will alſo put them in mind of the Bonds of the 
Covenant, and inſtruct them in the Duties incum- 
bent on them, as the devoted Servants of GQD. 
GOD has made it the Duty of Parents to bring up 
their Children in the Nurture and Admonition d 
the LORD. And this is more or leſs the Care 


ok all pious Parents. They make it their Care to 


teach their Children the good Knowlege of the 
LORD, and to train them up in the ways of Reli- 
gion. 'They bring them to the Houle of G O D, 
to fit under the Means of Grace, and teach then 
to Sanctiſy the Sabbath, and reverence the Word 


nreached ; while the Children of many others learn 


from their ungodly Parents to deſpiſe and ſcoft al 


« 


the Miniftry and Ordinances of GOD. They allo 


Catechize and teach them at home; affording them 


the Benefit of Family-Prayer, and Family-[nſtructi- 
on; and often counſelling, warning, and exhorting 
them, as they fit in the houſe, or walk by the way: 
They labour to keep up a good Government ove! 
them; to reſtrain them from Sin; to keep them 
out of the way of Temptation ; and in particular to 
fave them from the Snares of evil Company, and 
bring them to aſſociate with ſuch as fear GOY. 


And furely ſuch an Education muft be accounted 
'& great Privilege. It is the moſt likely means #9 
bring Perſons to remember their Creator in the oy 
| | } 
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27 hs Child 775 of godly Parents. 


6f their Youth : the age, wherein their Minds are 


zpter to receive good Impreſſions, and ſuch as are 


vinally the moſt durable and cticctual, 


They have the benefit of pious Bxamples ſet 
defore them. En 

"xamples of Parents and Predeceſſors have a very 
great Influence. Both Scripture and Hiſtory ſhew 
thc Truth of this obſervation. The Example of 
Parents is uſually preſent, and conſtantly near; and 
their Relation dear and venerable. For which rea- 
ns cheir Example has the greater force, to draw 
their Children to imitate them. | 

i: is therefore a great Privilege to be deſcended 
or pious Parents. The Report of the Godlinels of 
dur diſtant Anceſtors, that are dead, tends to make 
us ambitious of being godly alſo. Hence, we read 
c: -iezekiab, 2 King. 18. z. And he did that which 
wa; rights tn the ſight of the LORD, according 


o: our living Parents holy Converſation, while they 
aK in their Houſe with a perfect heart, this car- 
lies vet greater Influence, to awe and allure us in- 
0 21 Imitation of them. Zimoshy doubtleſs got 
god by the Patterns, as well as Precepts and In- 


Fractions of his holy Parents. Hence we read, 


: im. T. 5. When I call to remembrance the un- 
ferned Faith that is inThee, which delt firſt 


my Grandmober Lois, aud thy Mother Eunice. 


bey have their Parents Experiences of the 
Ee Pretence of GOD, to encourage them to 

[eel Him. 
icvers ſhou'd be ready always te give an Anſ- 
v1 to every Man that asketh thema Reaſon of the 
de thet is in them. Wiſdom is juſtify*'d of her 
dog. Pious Parents are uſually careful to give 
:.r Teſtimony for GO D, That He is a goed 
„ talthfut GO D, and a Rewarder of them that 
S gently leck Him; that the ways of Wiſdom are 
Ways 


's 411 that David his father did. And the Vie 
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Encouraging his Hope, and ſtrengthening his Faith 


times. He is wont to work more pewertully upon 


The Privilege & Duty of 


ways of Pleaſantneſs, and that in keeping of them 
there is great Reward. That is the Language of x 
.codly Parent to his Children, Pal. 34. O magui/yl 
the Lord with me, and let us exalt his Name ro- 
gether. IT ſought the Lord, and He heard me. 0 
taſte and fee that the Lord is good. Come, ye Chil. 
dren, hearken unto me; I will teach you the fear 
of the Lord, &c. ---- 
Now this repreſentation of the Experiences off 
godly Parents tends to affect Children very much, 
and incline them to walk in the Steps of their Faith 
Hence, Lal. 78. SHeꝛving to the Generation to cone 
e Praiſes of the Lord, — that they might fi 
Heir Hope in God, and not forget the Works of God if 
but keep his Commandwents. Hence that Prayerlifi 
of Solomon, 1 King. 8. 56, 57, 58. The Lord our 
God be xvith us, as He wwas with our Fathers, & 
And that of David, Pal. 22. 3, 4. Thou art holy, 
O Thou that inhabiteſt the Praiſes of thine 1/417] 
Our Fathers truſted in Thee, and Thou didſt deli. 
ver them, &c. This Reflection he applies for the 


Yo 


in GOD: and it tends to quicken Children to /e 
and ſerve the GOD of their Fathers. 

J proceed to ſay, | | 

7. They have the Advantage of more early, and 
powwerfu} ſtrivings of the holy Spirit with them, than 
the Children of ungodly Parents generally . 

They early enjoy the means of Grace, Which an 
erdinarily accompanied with ſuch Inffuerces of the 
holy Spirit, as tend to convince & humble, to con- 
vert & renew them. Doubtlels theGenerality of the 
Children of pious Parents have ſome Convictions, 
and good Impreſſions begun upon them, while they 
are young. The Spirit often begins with them be- 


their Hearts, ina way of Conviction, than on others, 
And He uſes much Patience in following them with 
his gracious Calls & Offers, as loth to forſake them, 
even when they forſakc Him. How foal} 1 77 
8 + 


_ 
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bee up, Ephraim! --- And many times when they 
em to be intirely loſt and caft off, yet tie 
eturns, and works ſavingly vpon them by his 
reſiſtible Grace. Is Ephraim my dear Son ? 
; he a pleaſant Child? For fince I ſpake againſt 
in, I do earneſily remember him ſtill : Therefore 
py Bowels are troubled for him : I *«ll ſurely 
ve mercy upon him, ſaith the LORD. T hey 
re moſt frequently the Inſtances of iaving Conver- 
on; and the Church of Cax rsT is moſtly {upply'd 
it Miniſters and Members out ot the Families of 
odly Parents. | 


J might add now, in the laſt Place, 


£ They oftentimes at leaſt have external Bleſe 
nz; beſtow'd on them for their Fathers ſakes. 
They bid the faireſt of any for the Spiritual Bleſ- 
ing; being ſo early & continually in the way of it. 
ut yet many ( thro? their own fault) mils of that. 
lowever, even theſe often obtain the 'Temporal 
eng, and fare the better for their godly Parents 
holy Anceſtors, This was the Caſe of Ihmael, Gen. 
I. 12. and of Eau, Gen. 27. 39. and Rehoboam, 
King. 11. 34. de generate Seed is often beloved 
vilibly in Providence) for their Fathers 


rente in Riches, or come to Honour: and it may 
>y means of conſiderable Gifts and Powers of 
And, in conjunction with moral Honeſty, and a 
1zmeleſs Life, they are very uſeful in their Places, 


7 
\s 


ind prove no ſmall Bleſſings to their Generation, 


ther in the Church or State. 
Thus we have ſeen ſomething of the Advantage 

nc Happineſs of being born of religious Parents, 

Kicended from godly Anceſtors. 


Now to ſay a word or tw by way of 
JMPROLEMENT. 


B | Us « 


ald 
The, are eſtabliſh'd, and proſper in the World; in- 
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that fo few in the World are partakers of this! 


Honour of Neze- England, that the f Generatid 


be born of rich Parents, oi deſcended from Ko 


their godly Parents, and ſtudy to make gratefu! 1 


Usz I. What a Tanentation then ſhou'd it i: 


— — 


vilege, compar'd with thole that are deſtitute off 
Multitudes of Parents even in Chriſtianized Plac 
are wicked atid ungodly ; neither obey the Goh 
themſelves, nor take any pains to train up thi 
Children in the Ways of GOD. Miſerable Parent 
And unhappy Children! This is for a Lamentati 


Usz II. But then may it not be ſaid, tot 


in it were moſtly ſuch as fear'd GOD; Sotl 
many among us are the Deſcendents of pious br 
genitors! And mayn't it be ſaid of not a few, 
regard of their immediate Parents, they are high 
privileg'd; being born of ſuch as are religious, wl 
betimes dedicated them to GOD, and pray'd | 
them, and inſtructed them, and ſet a good Exam 
before them | This is a greater Honour than 


85 


Anceſtors. And Where there are many Famil 
that fear GO D, and in which the Covenant q 
icends from Parents to Children; this reflects 
Glory on ſuch a Land. Happy the People that i 
in ſuch a Caſe ! | 


Us E III. Let ſuch as have been thus favour 
often reflect with Zhan fulneſ to GOD, upon Wi 
Goodneſs in caſting their Lot io happily. Bl 
GOD for your diſtinguiſhing Privilege in being bd 
of good Parents: and be not wanting in a ig 
uſe and improvement of it. Take heed that 
don't make light of it, nor yet ſinfully truſt in 
as the manner of ſome is. Endeavour to wi 
worthy of your Privileges, and have your Fr 
unto Hyulinets : lo live the Praiſes of GOD. 


Usn IV. Let ſuch highly value and bond 


** os, 


turns to them for all their Kindneſs to, and pid 


"Y 
ate of you, ( ſee 1 Zim. 5. 4.)Pray for the Continu- 
cc of their uleful Lives; and even when they are 
d and almoſt uſeleſs, ftill honour them, ſee Prov. 
. 2. Reverence their Memory, when they are 
ad, Bewail your Bereavement of them; elpecially 
they have been taken from you while in your 
ourh. This is a very afflictive loſs. But ſtill your 
thers GOD lives. Caſt your ſelves on his tender 
rovidence, and get under the ſpecial Keeping and 
o ona of his Grace. 
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\ _ 
atio ther and Mother forſake you. 
o tl 


pill U <= V. Let me now call upon Parents, that 
e Ugly, to repent of their Sins, to take hold 


W 
ig the Covenant, and give up themſelves to the 
wh + D. I beſeech you, in the Name of CHRIST, 
4 © ©» all the Love you bear to your Selves and your 
mMbiliren ; Labour to ſecure the good Part, an In- 
an reſt in Cuarsr, and the Covenant of Grace; ſo 


doe ou not only fave your own Souls, but take an 
nüt Method to fave the Souls of your Children 

0. For hereby you will bring your Seed into a pe- 
liar Relation to GOD, and put them in the way 


ore earneſtly & ſincerely concern'd for their Souls, 
dim have ſome ſingular Arguments to make uſe 
both in pleading with them, to engage them in 
Service of GOD, and in pleading with GO, to 
ease his Favour towards them. ---- You will have 
intereſt in Heaven, to improve for your Children; 
it vil! put them in a more hopeful Condition, than 
e Children of unbelieving Parents. You will be 
bis of deriving many ſpiritual Advantages to 
ur Children,and will give them abundant ground 
blos GOD for their Deſcent from you: Eſpeci- 
y will it be thus, if you faithfully take pains to 
| ur your Relation, with the Duties of Parents. 


Un VI. I ſhall EN add, in the laſt place, 


not the Children of irreligions Parents unreaſo- 
B 2 nably 


So it hall be well with you, 


his Bleſſing. Hereby you your ſelves will become 
Z y you 3 
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nably pervert what has been faid, to their Da- 
couragement., Tho' you are deny'd many Advanta. 
ges, that the Children of pious Parents enjoy; ye 
your Caſc is not deſperate. Tho' the Line of Election 
is tho*t to run generally in the Families of Believers; 
{ince the Promiſe is made to the Believer, and to his 
Seed after him in their Generations; yet, as Cove. 
nant-Bleſſings are not in ſuch a manner enrai}4 
upon the Fotterity of Believers, but that not a few of 
them miſcarry and periſh at laſt ; ſo neither ar 
they conf d to the Children of good Parents: but 
we. ſometimes ſee Converts taken out of ungodly 
Families. Wicked Zercboam had a Son Abijab, in 
whom was found ſome good thing towards the 
LORD bis GOD. Hence then as the Spirit d 
boaſting is to be rebuked in the Children of good 
ten Mat. 2. 9. Think not to [ay within yout 
elves, e have Abraham to cur Father: For I jo 
unto nou, That God is able of theſe Stones to rail 
up Children unto Abraham, --- So this Conſideration 
ſhould give Check to a Spirit of Defpondency i 
the Children of ungodly Farents; and they mul 
be addreſs'd in the Words of the Prophet, Iſai. 55.3 
N:zrter let the Sn of the Stranger, that hath 1oytk 
ed Limſelf zo the Lord | or that thinks of doing. 
fo peak, ſaving, The Lord bath utterly ſepara 
red mie from his People. No, but the Calls and 
Otters of the Goſpel are made to you as well as o. 
thers : and whoſoever believeth in Carisr, ſhall 
not periſh, He Has faid it, whoſe Grace is exceeding 
abundant, and who ſuffereth not his faithfulneſs to 
fail, Him that cometh unto me, T will in no viſt 
caſt cut. That's the Goſpel-Invitation, Ho, every 
ene that rhirſteth, come ye to the Waters : ---Comt 
urto Me, all ye that labceur aud are heauy laden 
and I will give you Reſt. Take my yoke upon 
you ; and ye ſhall find Reſt unto your Souls. 
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I pais now to the other Propoſition, vis. 


PB or. 


paor. IT, That the Chiking of godly Parents 


Dif. are under great and 5 Obli gatious 15 
2 exalt GOD, the GO D of their Fa gers. 

yet 

ion 7/1: Reſolution in our Text was a moſt reaſonable 


7. = proceeded from a ſenſe of Duty and Gra- 


Ve- 17 


iy*d in this exaltin? r of GOD? 
->&s are the Children of h oly Þ 
/ to exalt the GOD of their Fathers + 2 


Q. 1 ua: is it to ecalt GOD ? 

A. Neg. It do's not imply, chat it is in the power 
f\tin to make GOD 7 greaten aul higher 
nan He is, in regard of his eſſantial Periedtions or 
Yominion. For He is the moſt high GOD, higher 
nan the Kings of the Earth; yea 7 L OR P of 
ingels s ; and infinitely excels the nobleſt Creatures. 
Ih all receive their Beings and Excellencies from 
07 : and He diftributes to them all their Ea 
ate ns, in his Provideatial Government of the 
5 . Promotion comes from Him. He exalts 
hn He will, and can pull down at his pleaſure. 
: promote from the Dunghil, to the Throne. 
« reatures can't exalt GOD, by adding any 

» his real Happineſs, or ellential Glory and 

3 Yrity. See ſal. rs. 2. and 70 55. 6, 7. 

nag but it may be ſaid now Apirmative ly, This 
| daltm z the GOD of our Fathers implies an Ac- 
% Ag ment of his glorious PerfeRions and Rela- 
e by free Choice, and in an ative way, agies- 
dhe Powers of reaſonable Creatures, and the 
i atages and Obli gations cf the Children of the 


*B, Ove 4 ant. 


CI 


50 It im plies, 
'F A B -hief ot the MEI and 


Ne dalataining Bi gib 22 
and Government. 


. tions f 309, 
047 able Tage“, of his 


Tanis 


Lo 4 
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mile ; - He 1s my Fathers God, and I will exalt 


Nin two Things may be ſpoken to. $1) What 
N In whac 
arents c peculiarly 


ccrecc 
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x his lies in the very foundation, and is the neccſ. 


ſary Principle of all active Homage and Obedience 


to GOD. Hence the Apoſtle obſerves, Heb. x1. 6. 
He that cometh to God muſt believe that He is, aud 


that He is a Reearder of them that diligently 
ſeek Him. There are thole that with the Fool (ay 


in their heart, There is no God: or with Pharaoh, 
Who is the Lord, that T fpould obey his Voice | ] 
know not the Lord. There are many againſt 


whom GOD advanceth that Charge, / Plal. 50.21.) | 


Zhou thoughteſt that I was altogether ſuch ax ons 
as thy ſelf. ---- Yea, many do with the Athenizn; 
think that He Godbead is like unto Gold or Silver, 
or Stone graven by Art, With the neathen Ro. 
ans, they become vain in their Imaginations, and 


change the glory of the incorruptible God, into an 


 Tmage made like to corruptible May, and to Birds, 


and Beaſts. 'They deny his Being, or level Him 
to other Beings ; have mean and low Apprehenftons 
of his Nature, and wrong Notions of his Proyt- 
dence; ſaying, He will neither do Good nor Evil 
The Lord ſeeth us not, neither will He regard: 


The Lord bath forſaken the Earth----. Such debate 


GOD, and deny Him the Glory of his Name. 

But they exalt GOD, who acknowledge Hin 
in his Being, in his Perfections and Relations: 
who adore Him as GOD bleſſed for evermore, the 
firſt Cauſe and laſt End of ali Things, the ſupreme 
Govein ur of the World, and chief Good of the 
reaſonable Creature. We exalt G O D, when we 
realize his infinite Excellencies, and admire his un— 
parallel'd Works. This internal Honour is due to 


Him, whoſe Inſpiration hath given us Underſtand- 


ing, That we entertain reverent 'Tho's of Him, 
right Notions and worthy Opinions. Certain) 
without theſe we ſhall neither be able nor diſpos'd 
to exalt and honour GOD in an active Way, and 

acceptable Manner. 
2. It implies a C-u/ing GOD to be our Porr:on, 
and ve2:iing our lelves.to his Gery as our laſt ro 
e | nr 


> — 


* 
* 
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te Will, as well as the Underſtanding, muſt 
ce Mcooncur in this exalting of GOD. There muſt be 
6 Mt! Actings df our Wills towards GOD, which are 
ed to a worthy Opinion and right Conceptions - 
ock. Do we conceive of Him as the ſupreme 
ay Coed: We muſt then make choice of Him to be 
1, Mic Portion of our Souls: Renouncing the World 
Is cnpty and unſatisfying, and taking up our Con- 
nf Mtentment in GOD alone. (As the Plalmiſt, Pſal. 
z. 25.) We muſt prefer Communion 
on Mii: GOD, above all other Delights; and delibe- 
„„ chuſe- that for our Conſolation here, and Hap- 
27, Wi: hereafter. And becauſe his loving Kindneſs 
5 becter than Life, we muſt reſolve with the Pſal- 


J 
nd ( Vial. 63. 3.) My Lips Hall praiſe Him. We 

nut make Choice of his Glory, as our chief End, 
4M: bject our ſelves to his Law as our ſupreme 
im, in the obſervance of which our great End is 
ono © 2ttain'd, We muſt conſent te all thoſe Means, 
vi: have a Tendency to advance this End. We 
„e cherefore take G O D's Teſtimonies for our 
JC: Hours, hide his Word in our Hearts, and lay 
ak: ['i4gments before us. We muſt chuſe GO 

2 ar LORD and Lawgiver. As they, lai. 26. 
lin; Lord our God, other lords beſides Thee have 
ns ominien over us; but henceforth by T. 
ho; 42} ve make mention of thy Name. 


t implies an exerciſing thoſe Afections and 
1/105, that are ſuited to the Divine Perfections, 
nd the Relations G0 ftands in to us. 
tis requir'd that we ſ{anttify the LOR 
na- in cur hearts, 1 Pet. 3.15. We muſt ena 
im by all proper Affections, correſpondent to our 
1 ig Tho'ts of Him, and Dedication of our ſelves 
0S008-) | | 
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Fim. : | 2 
and 1 2 Graces of the Divine Life are the Soul's trus 


es, and moſt beaurifying Ornaments. "They =* 

0M" nave them, are ſaid to be Partakers of the 

nd. Li e Nature, and renew'd after the Image of 
| | GOD; + 
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GOD ; which is our Glory and Happineſs. Hence 
the Saints are called ze excellent in the Earth; 
Hence it is ſaid, The King's Daughter is al} glori. 
ous within, True Godlineſs makes Men tr.ly ho. 
norable. 

And, as it gives Men a real intrinſick Worth, 
ſo it likewiſe reflects Honour upon GOD, as it i 
declarative of a high Regard to Him, and a juſt 
ſenſe of his infinite Excellency & ſupreme Authority, 
We muſt exalt GOD, by conforming our Wills 

to his Will, and our Affections to His. Our Hatred, 
Love, Delight, Sc. muſt be placed on the fame 


1 objects with his; and we muſt copy after Him in 
+ „the manner of exerciting them, as far as we are 
BY capable. So ſhall we exalt G OD, by exhibiting 
. ſome kind of Image or Reſemblance of his holy 
and perfect Nature. | 

F 0 And then in duly exerciſing our Affections to- 
5 ards Him, we exalt GOD, by paying a proper 
118 eſpect to his glorious Attributes. 

bs . 'T might ſay here particularly, | 

IF C.) This exalting of GOD includes Repertance 


mr yin. 
KRepentance is one of the Graces of the Chriſtin 
Life. It implies thoſe Acknowledgments of GOD, 
whereby his declarative Glory is advanced, and en- 
gages the Soul in unfeigned Reſolutions to endes. 
vour the Advancement of this bleſled End in an 
active way and manner. True Repentance doe: 
honour to the Law of GO D, as holy, juſt, and 
good; and is a Vindication of the rectoral Holi 
els and Wiſdom of GOD; It enlarges the Heart 
in Thankfulneſs to GOD for his Mercy in the Par: 
don of Sin, and tends by a natural efficacy to dil 
ole us to forſake Sin, and follow Holineſs ; to hum- 

le our ſelves in the ſight of GOD, and ſeck tis 
e. Repentance therctore has an Aſpect on the 
lory of GOD. Hence Joshua call'd on Achau to 
pent, in ſuch terms as thoſe, Joſh. 5. 19. My en 
ve Glory to the Lord God of Iſrael, and wake 


C of 


nn 


f ſome, Rev. 16. 9. They repented not, to give 
Hi Glory. ---- It is call'd Repentance foward 


his Glory the End. 


9 „ This exalting of G O D implies Faith in 
just HX IS 7 The dum Of the Goſpel- Demand 18 
its. Nepentance towards GOD, and Faith towards the 
717; ESU CHRIST. See Att. 20.2 1. And Faith, 


; well as Repentance, tends to exalt GOD. It 
5 2 be!f-umblmns Grace, and debaſes Man; ſub- 
lues every felf-exalting Tho't, and excludes all 
z11-clorious Boaſting in our own Works. Ram. 3. 27. 
MM Moreover, It is a Chriſt-exalting Grace; It 
* ives CHRIST the intire Glory of our Redemption, 


uts honour upon him in all the Offizes, ' e executes + 


5 our Redeemer, acknowleges his Ability and 
pe ling gels to ſave; diſpoſes us to part with all for 

Ka 18 as the only Soul .onriching earl : to res 
bo: ce our own Righteouſnels, and ſeek to be juſti- 
74 by CHRIST, by his Righteouſneſs imputed + 


ace : * | 

na ſtrains the Soul to ftudy due Returns of Love 
„ ratitude to this our great Benefactor. And he that 
1ai U. "$6 - 7 7 
D. Ds gnoureth the Son, honcureth alſo the Father 
en. ent Him, In a word, Faith gives GOD the 


. ot all his Perfections ſhining forth in the Sal- 
ation of fallen Man by JESUS CHRIST, & engages 
sto n Care to walk worthy of fo great a kindnels. 


i WW quencheth the fiery Darts of the Evil one. It 


L181 

qi nfelleth his Truth and Faithfulneſs, in accom- 
g the great Promiſe that was lo early publiſhed 
m. Pen Man. It eſtabliſhes the Law, as it relies on 
u T, who is the End of the Law for Righteouſ- 


che and as it is « Principle of Obedience, without 


Uy : So that if this be wanting, all is wanting, to 
| ©x4lting of GOD, that is gracious. Faith teaches * 


become 
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oy ſellion unto Him. Hence alſo it is complained © 


(7) 7} becauſe He is the object of Contethon, and 


aich purifieth the Heart, and overcometh the World, 


10wieges the Mercy of GOD in CHRIST, and 


ich it is impoſſible to pleaſe GOD in any acts of 


ts do all in the Name of CHRIST ; and fo we 
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* 4 4 : 


become Prieſts unto GOD and the Father, and find 


acceptance in our ſpiritual Sacrifices. We muſt come, 
to the Father by the Son, & im 2 his Mediation in 


every addrels to GOD; depending on him for Righ- 
teouſneſs & Strength. Elſe GOD don't look upon 
us as exalting him in any thing we do. He that for. 
gets to cxalt G00 by Faith in CHRIST, leaves out 
What is fundamentally. neceſſary to an exalting of 
GOD. So that Whatever melodious Airs he may 
form; how many good words ſoever he may exprels ; 
how externally reverent ſoever he may be in his De- 
3 ; yea, whatever ſeeming Affections he may 
ave in Duty : yet being deſtitute of Faith in 
CHRIST, he wants what is eſſential to the exalting 
of GOD. If you are under the reigning power of 
Unbelief, you are far from exalting GOD. 
(3.) It implies Love to GOD, and Delight in 
CHRIST. | | 


Faith worketh by Love. The true Believer loves 
the Lony. And by love he exalts GOD. Love 


carries forth the Heart in Deſires toward GOD, and 


Delight in CHRIS T, as the chief Good. And thu; 
it gives him the Glory of his infinite Goodneh,, 
Beauty, and Perfection. --- Love alſo engages Belie- 
vers in a Care of Obeying the Commandments of 
GON, and of ſerving our Generation according to 
his Will. For which reaſon, Love is call'd The Ful. 
filing of the Law, Rom. 13. 10. »-- Love engage 


the Believer fo ſeek the Glory of GOD; and to 
ſeek Communion with him in Ordinances and Pro- 


vidences ; to glory in his Name, and delight it 
his Preſence ; ſaying, Ts 5s my Beloved, and thi 
es my Friend. The Soul triumphs in CHRIST, 
ſaying, In the Lord hade I Righteouſneſs and 
Strength: And thus doing, we exalt GOD. 


(4) It implies a godly Fear, and Reverence 0 
the Divine — 7 "arg 


Holy Fear gives him the glory of his Greatn| 
and Majeſty ; and honours his Law and Sovereign) 
as it 1s a Principle of Holineſs & Obedience. This 
N 5 75 | - | 


| 


: 


1d 
me, 
in 


of 
Ut. 


1 ay 


ng 


2 


— — 


rxalts GOD. Hence that Command, Ifai. 8. 13, 
_ the Lord of Hoſts himſelf; and let Him be 
Hear; & let Him be your Dread.yo Rev. 14. 7. 
Fear God, an give Glory to Him. 


Fe 
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It implies Hope and Truſt in G OD, in his 
ence, a and Promiſes. | 

car and Hope muſt be kept on a due ballance 
in th 80 The Lozn taketh pleaſure (it's faid) 
in them that fear Him, in them that Hope in his 
1-7-5, We muſt chuſe the Things that pleaſe 
Him, and take Hold of bis Covenant; embrace the 
* ,"1iſes, and ſt our Hope in God: make Him our 
Con ae and, truſt in Him at all times. We muſt 
wa't on his Name, for it is good before his Saints. 


72 
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ta 


| Wit on him and truſt in him, for Advice and 


Gridance in all our Difficulties; for ſupport under 
al our Afflictions; for the ſupply of all our Wants, 
and the Continuance of all our comfortable Enjoy- 


M&nts. 


Thus to do, is to give G OD the glory of his 
Providential Government and Power, his Alſufficien- 
cy, Goodnels, and Truth; and ſo exalts Him. 
Acnce it is ſaid of Abraham, Rom. 4. 20. He ſtag- 
ge not at the Promiſe of God through Unbelief: 


| {47 045 ſtrong in Feith, giving Glory ro God. And 


bete that Reproof to Moſes and "_ Numb. 

12 Becauft ye believe me not, to ſantlify me 
in the eyes of the Children of Ine ; therefore 
hh al all not bring this Congregation into the Land, 


[ have given them. 


6.) It implics a due exerciſe of Patience, and 
Re, nation O 0 D. 
That we commit our ſelves and our ways to the 
2 ; leave all our Caſes with G O D, ſubmit 
wit ls to his Will, and reſign all our Intereſts 


_ 4 


aud Concerns to his ſovereign Diſpoſe. That we 


able our ſel ves under his correcting Hand ; accept 
te puniſhment ef our Iniquity, and welcome. all 
pare 
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IS . Events, in the Language of Darid, Eli, and 1M 
1 Se cia: It is the Lord, let bim do what ſeemei 
i im goed. --- Good is the word off rhe LORNM 
"i Here am J, &c. Yea, with holy Feb, we ſhoyvl 
bleſs GOD under Correction: The Lox » za 
and the Loa Dp hath taken away: Bleſſed be jj 
Name of the LO RD. © | 
If Patience hath thus its perfect work in us, wil 
very much exalt GOD. Hence the Apoſtle calf 
it a giving Reverence, and being in Sul jection t 
the Father of Spirits. --- This ſhews a reverent 0 
3 of his Providence, and glorifies his J uſtic 
is Faithfulneſs, Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power. 
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q (7.) It implies a Zeal and earneſt Care for th 
Name of GOD & [tereſt of CHRIST in the Worl 
>} There muſt be a Zeal tohonour GOD our ſelves 
and an earneſt Care for others, that they may 4 
likewiſe : ---A ſincere Detire for our ſelves and then 
that we may be Inſtruments of GOD's Glory, an 
Bleſſings to our Generaiion : ---A hncere Deſire thi 
the Intereſt of CHRIST may gain ground ame! 
1 Men; that his Goſpel-kingdom may flouriſh in: 
1 Places where it is erected, and may be let up ever 
1 where upon the Ruin of Satan's Kingdom, --- 'The 
miuſt be a hearty Grie! for the ſuffering Honour 
= 7: CHRIST; a hearty mourning the Sins of the Tim 
[ and the withdraw of GOD's Spirit and Prelence. 
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"YE: This holy Zeal exalts GOD. It is a kind 
15 univerſal Grace, that animates and puts in exe: 

7 every other Grace, whereby GOD is exalted. An" 

| IST it diſcovers a deep ſenſe of His infinite WorthinesIM* 
|! that He is worthy to be praiſed, and to be fear 
above all gods. F: 
WR - Thus we ſee how GO Dis exalted by {uitau: 
e 


Exerciſes of our Paſſions and Affections. 

I proceed to ſay, in the laſt place, 3 
4. This exalting of GOD implics the attendi! 

all choſe Duties, and doing all thoſe Works in top 
courſe of our lives, which are ſuited to exprets of® 
honourable Sentiments of and Regards to Him. 
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8: Here, 


"met! i 
R 2 by the diligent practice whereof GOD is to 'S. 0 
hoyWited by us. 


gart] Ve muſt be much in contemplating on the Being 
? th 

\ Wrovidence, and Redemption: We mult love to be 
S, W | | 
calls Law and Goſpel day and night. As for many, 


t may be laid, GOD 15 not in all their Thoughts : 


"Bt 
it Oben Heads are full of the World & their Thoughts 
afticeſWrc very Vanity: They ſeldom think of G OD, 


nd if ever, it is with great Coldneſs and Uncon- 


80 
re Whereas they that fear GOD, and who exalt 
ori in. do :-hiuk en his Name, and Meditation of Him 
elves : unto them, Their Hearts indite good 
nay latter concerning the King, and rejoyce in the 
then esd, vhile they remember Him upon their beds, 
„ ano meditate on him in the night-watches. --- Now 
e th ce quent devour Meditation upon GO D exalts 
men im, 25 it diſcovers a deep, lively, and governing 
in Peas of his Being, and Perſections; and as it tends 
ere 2 0inore a holy Acquaintance & delightful Com- 
Tb ien with, and Conformity to Him. 
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e are to exalt GOD, by Speaking Lonourae 


F 
ye Ham, 


How doth the Spore, in the Canticles, ſet forth 
ne (rlory of Carisr; glorying in her Beloved, 
ad iriumphing in his Praiſe ! So the P/almiſt, 
nic he ſpake of the Things which he had made, 
ucking the King, the King of Glory, His Tongua' 
bs: 15 the Pen of a ready Writer. We find him of- 
titan elling in his Diſcourſe on the Glory of GOD; 
£coating the Wonders of Creation, Providence, 
ndin 
in bi 
3 0 


d 
He 


- 


ath'ulneſs of GOD ; his unſearchable Glory, and 
©.12u/ttble Fulnels. --- And how often, not only 
the Pſalms, but in 12 Prophets, and the Apoſtles, 

CO 


owE”, the Juſtice and Holineſs, the Mercy and 


1. The Duty of religious Meditation is one thing, 


end Perteftions of GOD, on his Works of Creation, 


thinking of GOD and CHRIST; Meditating in 


nu '\eJeeming Grace: Admiring the Wiſdom, the 


.— — — —— — —— 4 2 
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do we find the Name of GOD magnify'd, and the 
Glory of Cuz 1sr let forth, by the moſt magnifi- 
cent Deſc fiprions 
Even thus {ſhou'd we exalt GOD, by our W ord 
We thou'a praiſe him with our Lips; often employ 
our Tongues in ipeaking of his Glory ; not only 
in our religious Addrelles to Him, but in our = | 
verſation with WE We read, Mal. 3. 16. Thy Ml 
+. wh feared the Lord, ſpake ofren oe ro photo? i 
Snake of GO doubtleſs : For they rhought upon his 


Name, and out of che abundance of the Heart, the Wl © 
Mouth ſpeaketh. And wherever we ſpeak of GOD, : 

„ let it be im a manner exhibiting our inward Awe Bs 
Veneration f Hin. We muſt ſpeak with the dee © 1 

eſt Humility, and a ſenſible Reverence of his Slo | 

- ous being, Attribut es, and Works, of his facred Day, © 
E. - Word, and Ordinances, Holy and Reverend is 1 
I | 4 
\ Name. h 
We muſt exa't GOD by paying religious Wi 8 


8. 
J to Him, and attending on his f/ir7ur015, con. 


2 ' 


th.ntly and deve ULLY. 


| Relivious Ve Tthi> belongs only to COD: 
by crib g this te Him, we declare He is worthy 827 
to receive Ble#ng. and Glory, and tionour ; and, 
that He is high 25ove all gods. --- We ack nowlegal. 
bis Supremacy, his Omnilcience, his Gr iDOFEncy . 
his Goodneſs, and other Ferfections, V he we wor; 
inp Him: WED we m 225 e ee of our Sin 
Supplic ation for the Su} >ply of our own and othetl . 
Wants, T haz nksgin Ving for Mercies receiv'd e 7 


Foie © [- wo 
give unto the L. dap Glorz anc oth ; we gig 

ic 1 . 
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7 . 
znto the Loar tht G! | $ 4 reat Name. 
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We exalt G © . Wen we prawv to him in 
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with our Houſeholds. ?Tis an Acknowledgment of 
Hin 'as the Founder and Governour of Families; 

pon u hl we depend, and to whom we are in- 
cer for all Family Mercies. And hereby we take 
2 method to 8 our Houſes Iktle Nurſeries of 
, to GO D's Honour. We ſhould therefore 
nts Divid, every one Ves his Houſehold, 
and that daily Morning and Evening, lifting up hoſy 
han 85 without wrath and doubting, that our Pray- 
ers be not hindred. 

do we exalt GOD, when we attend the Publick 
Vorthip This bs the moſt open and viſible Ho- 
mage to Him, as the true GOD, and the LORD 
of all. We exale 3 v. hen we thew a Love to 


\ 
1s 1 


pong 


ele and A Conſeſf ſions * : when we Sag 
0 t Lor p, filling our Mouths with his bigh 
3 es, and pou} ring out our tnankful Adorations: 
ben we hear bis Word, and take heed how we 
| Ez :r; receiving the Truth in Faith and Love: 
ben we atterid on . holy vacraments, and make 
| Von 5 ro GOD; joyning our ſelves to the Lon o 
| ann Covenant; rejoycing in CRR ISN 
has ving no Confidence in the Fleſh ; = 
10 tnele Things, we magnify the Loxn*: 
We ex; Name together. --- We may eſpecially 
Pe 1: d to exalt GOD, when we walk in 41 his 
Ur!inances. So far as we neglect any of his Inſti- 
keto 15, We forſake GOD, and diſhonour GOD, by 
ically diſputing his Wiſdom in appointing chem, 
feld lung his Goodnęſs, as if it Bok no Privilege, 
ind 1] ohting is Authority „ as if d were no D 
ttc upon them. If therefore 
ee muſt obſerve all his Ordinances without 
partizlity, Let all Worſhip, ſecret, private, and pubs 
Lic: be d ue attended. | 
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Again, We exalt GOD, when we pray to Him 


bx word. Salt 


More- - 
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Moreover, We muſt keep the Ordinances, 46 79 
have been delivered to us, in the holy Scripture, 

GOD has given us many Laws relating to his Wor. £ 
ſhip: thow'd us what the Matter of Worſhip is, and 
in what Manner, and to what End, it is to be per. 
formed. He is very jealous for His own Honour n. 
this Affair; and requires that we be exact in obſerving 
the Rule of his Word. We muſt ſee to it, that 
our Worſhip be /#cþ Worthip, both as to matter and g 
manner, as G OD bas preſcribed. See to it that | 


it be a Scriptural Worſhip. Not Mill-avorſpip; not“ 
. 7 ö - / / , W U! 
Worſhip taught by the Frecepts of Men; nor or.. 
ſhip deviſed out of Men's own Hearts ; which may T 


have perhaps a ſhew of Wiſdom, of Decency and 
Order; but indeed carries in it Folly, Incecency, and,, 
Irregularity. GOD is infinite in Wiſdom, and know 

: ppp bx 04 he 1 
how to order his own Worthip. And it is a practi. 
cal Contempt caſt on his Wildom, as well as S0- 
vereignty, as if he had not a Right, or hadn't skill 


| "Mr 
to preſcribe proper Aſediums or Modes of WorthipM.. 
As it is Idolatry, when a wrong object is Worſhip- I 


ped : So it is Superſtition, when the true GODs 
worſhipped in fuch ways and modes, as he hath 
not appointed or allowed. Worldly Pomp and ex: 
ternal Pageantry in the Service of GOD, do's not 
exalt Him, nor is acceptable to Him. He reprove 
his People of old for performing a Worſhip, which 
( lays He) I commanded them yot, nor ſpake cf il 
neither came it into nv mind. And our Saviout 
reprov'd the Phariſees, for mingling their own in 
ventions in Divine Worſhip, and conforming rt 
human Traditions, as of equal authority with Divine 
Precepts : Mat. 15.9. In vain do they worforp ne 
teaching for Doftrines, the Commandments of Ah 
We muſt take heed then to avoid all Superſtition ! 
beware of this Leaven of the Phari/ees, See tba 
our Worſhip be pure, according to the Scriptures; 
making theſe our governing Rule. It's only the 
Authority of GOD that can bind the Conſcience, 
in the Matters of his Worſhip. Here we may ſafel 
| | renounce! 
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renounce the Traditions and Impoſitions of Men: 
Yea and muſt do it,'if we wou'd exalt GOD, and 
ſerve him acceptably. To ſet up the Inventions of 
Men, as of equal Authority with the Commands of 
GOD, and to practice them in his Worſhip, under 
the notion of Decency and Edification, ſhews too 
great want of that Reverence and godly Fear, which 
is neceſſary if we wou'd Sanctiſy the Lord of Hoſts 
in our Approches to Him. But then let our Wor- 
ſhip, as to Externals, be ever ſo pure and {criptural ; 
yet, if invvard Purity is wanting, it is all vain and 
unacceptable. We muſt look then to our Hearts; 
that we ſanctify GOD in our Hearts, and worſhip 
Him in ſpirit and in truth. 

[ ſhall only add here, We muſt always remember 
Sabbath, to keep it holy; if we wou'd be of 
Thoſe that exalt GOD. Call the Sabbath a De- 
ligut, the holy of the Loan, honourable ; not do- 
ing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure, 
nor {peaking thine own words; and thou doft Ho- 
noun Him, Wai. 58. 13. --- We ſhould love the 
Logp's Day, and not count it a Wearineſs; but 
eſtcem it a high Privilege: one Day in Gop's Courts 
mould be better to us than a thouſand elſe-Wwhbere. 
The whole day ſhould be ſpent, as much as pofſible, 
in publick and private Exerciſes of Religion. We 
Muſt take heed we don't rob GOD of any part of 
poly Time, by waſting it in Idleneſs, in worldly 
Recreations, or unnecelilary worldly Buſinefs. We 
nuſt be conſcientiouſly careful to ſandtify GO D?s 
dabbaths: So ſhall we ſanctify and exalt GOD and 
ARIST. Hereby we acknowlege Him in one of 
is deareſt and moſt ſacred Titles, The L ORD 
4 tre Sabbath : and by an holy Reft, give Him 
ae glory that is ue to bis Name. 4 
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4. We muſt exalt GOD, by a ſitable Carriage 
1 the ſeveral Relations we ſuſtain, und by exemplary 
iolinels in all manner of Converſation among Az. 

We muſt endeavour to be ſober, juſt, grave, tem- 

| Cis-: | Perate 
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perate in all things. The fruit of the Spirit is Love, 


Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 


Fidelity, Meekneſs, Temperance : Againſt ſuch 
things there is no Law. He that in theſe things 
ſerveth Carisr, is acceptable to GOD, and ap- 
proved of Men. ---- Let us be kindly affecti- 
oned one to another with brotherly Love ; in ho- 
nour preferring one another ; diſtributing to the 
neceſſity of the Saints; given to Hoſpitality. Bleſs 
them, which perſecute you; bleſs, and curſe not. 
Rejoyce with them that do rejoyce ; weep with 
them that weep. Mind not high things, but con- 
deſcend to men of low Eſtate. Recompence to no 
man evil for evil. Provide things honeſt in the 
ſight of all Men. Let us every one pleaſe his 
Neighbour for his Good to Edification. Study tg 
be quiet, and to do your own Buſineſs. Render to 
all their Dues ; Tribute to whom Tribute is due; 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom 1s due ; Fear to whom 
Fear; Honour to whom Honour. Honour ail Men, 
Love the Brotherhood. Fear GOD. Honour the 
King. Let every Soul be ſubject unto the higher 
Powers , for there is no Power but of GOD. And 
let Magiftrates approve themſelves Terrors not to 

ood Works, but the evil. Let Miniſters ſtudy to 

ew themſelves approved unto GOD, wile and 
faithful Stewards : and let the Brethren know ſuch 
as labour amorig them, & are over them intheLoxn; 
eſteeming them very highly in Love for theit 
Work's lake : aud be at Peace among your ſelves 
walking together in Love; Warn them that ar 
unruly ; Cornfort the feeble-minded ; ſupport tht 
Weak, and ever follow that which is good, both # 
mong your ſelves, and towards all Men. ---- And 
mall Family-Relations, we muſt ſet our ſelves to 
know and do the Duty which GOD requires of vi 


Husbands and Wi ves, Parents aud Childien, Maftel 
and Servants, Prothers and Sifters, ſhou'd ſtudy tit 
ſe ral Obligations they fand in one to another 
and be faithful in the diſcharge of all relative duties 

5 i 


That they may adorn the Doctrine of God their 


JsSaviour in all things, Tit. 2.10. He can never exalt 


60D, that is not relatively good. GO Dis diſhonour'd, 
whatever Profeſſion Men make, if they carry not 
aright in their reſpective places and relations. But 
did Profeſlors do ſo, GOD wou'd be exalted, Re- 
ligion would be praiſed, themſelves honoured, and 
the Times become happy. | 


. We muſt exalt GOD, bya vight Entertainment 
of a1} Events of Providence, and carrying ourſelves 
properly under the various Circumſtances of Life. 

Whether proſperous or afflited ; whether rich or 
poor, high or low ; we muſt endeavour to accom- 
modate and ſuit our ſelves to 6ur Condition; and 
that both as to our inward frame, and outward de- 
portment. We muſt by our ſuitable Carriages teſti- 
ty our Gratitude for the Mercies of GOD to us; 
Rejoyce in every good thing which he beftoweth 
upon us, and yet by his Goodneſs be led to Repen- 
tance, and engag'd to Obedience. So under affficti- 
on, we muſt manifeſt in our whole Deportment all 
Humility, Latience,Refignation to GOD, and Meek- 
neſs toward Men; and endeavour that the Fruit of 
all may be to purge away Sin; that we may profit 
by GOD's Chaſtnings, and be made partakers of his 
Holineſs. This is to hear the Rod, and who hath 
appointed it. Hereby we pay a juſt Reſpec to Di- 
vine Providence ; and GOD that is holy, is ſanctify'd 
in Righteouſneſs. 


6. We muſt exalt GO D, by a due Application 
and Improvement of our various Talents, Gifrs and 
Abilities. „ 5 

Unto every one are given Talents, according tg 
the Meaſure of the Gift of CRASH; which are capa» 
ble of being apply'd to the great End of exalting 
GOD. Some Fave Gifts of Mind ; others Abilities 
of Body: Some have the Advantages of Repute and 
Name; ſome of Authority and Power n - P 
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| 


| ſpread ; that Sinners may be bro't to Repentance, 


running the Race ſet before us with Patience; never 
in ſerving the Loꝝx p; and reſiſting theDevil, ſtedfaſt 
our ſelves unproſetable Servants ; that we have done 


and Merits of CHRIST for the Acceptance of out 1 


we may walk worthy of the Lox D: yet we muſt re- 


ne Privilege & Du of 


Eftate and Riches, or the like. And whatever our 
Talents are, whether more or fewer, greater or leſs ; 
we muſt diligently employ them in ſerving our Ge- 
neration, according to the Will of GOD, for the ho- 
nour of GOD. We muſt labour to approve our 
ſelves good Stewards of the manifoldGrace of GOD 
be ready to every good Work, and make Þ bulineh 
of doing Good, that we may be Bleſſings to the 
World. --- We muſt faithfully and zealoutly in our 
ſeveral Places endeavour, that Carisr's Kingdom 
may be advanced ; that Religion may flouriſh and 


and Saints edify'd : and ſo the Name of ChRIOI 
exalted. 0 
Further, In all theſe things we muſt per/evere; 


weary of well-doing, but labouring always fervently 


in the Faith. 
Finally, when we have done all, we muſt count 


but our Duty, and not brought GOD in Debt to us; 
yea, that we have fallen very much ſhort of Duty; 
and therefore mait depend on the Mercy of GOD, 


beſt Tributes of Praiſe. 'Tho? (in the Scripture-fenke) 


nounce all Pretences of Merit in our beſt Services, He, 
and look on our own Righteouineſs as filthy Rag, 
We muſt depend on the white Robe of CHRIST. 
Righteouſneſs to clothe us, and hide the Shame d 
our Nakedneſs. We muſt ever be looking unto. 
ESUS, as our Sacrifice and Interceſſor; and be look 
Ing for the Mercy of Cs 1sr, as our glorious Head © 
and Prince, unto eternal Life. Thus we ſhall honoutiF: - 
the rectoral Holineſs of GOD, and redeeming Grad. 
of CHRIST together. * 
This it is to exalt GOD. And fo much for th 
Nature of the Duty. The next thing propofed wa... 
to ſhow the Obligations hereunto. But I ſhall app!) 1 4 
- e e 2 A WW | i 11. 
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bat has been faid, in ſeveral Reflections, before ! 
MW pals to that. bs | 


ss J. What has been ſaid may afford Conviffion 
and R-procf to Multitudes among us, even of the 
"WM Children of godly Parents, who do o in ſuch a 
s way and manner exalt GOD. i 

O how many are there that forſake their Fathers 


GO) ; being quite of a different Spirit & Behaviour 
en their pious Parents and holy Anceſtors ! 


1. Are there not many that are openly Vicious; 
nd Wicked, looſe and vain : like Elis Sons, who 
made chemſelves vile; and like Samuel's Sons, who 
walkcd not in his Ways! Are not many given to 
rolaneneſs, Sabbath-breaking, Curſing & Swearing, 
vi! Speaking, Lying, and Slandering, Gaming and 


):frauding, or other Immoralities ! 


:. Are there not many that caſt off their #//? 


—_ 

WF: ; who have drank in very looſe and hurtful 

5 lotions in Religion, if not damnable Hereſies: and 
3 


11: learnt to ſpeak Evil of the Way of Truth ! 
[he'c be they who /eparare themſelves. --- Of whom 
mv be faid, They we#r out from us, becauſe they 
ere 1:07 of us. --- How little are the firſt Principles 
M England underſteod by many, and how 


l 

„ech rejected“ 

of 5 | 185 
on ere there not many, who forſake the pure 
r orſhip, that their Fathers came over unto 


is and to enjoy! How eafily are many led away 
y one Temptation or another from the Simplicity 
f Gofrel-Worthip ! How eaſily prevail'd upon, to 
eſert that good Cauſe, which their pious Anceſtors 
the Sufferers for, and to turn aſide unto Superſtition, 


cf GOD, which are of humane Device, and 
* fenſhve to the pure Eyes of his Glory, +» 


N "x: I ; 
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tioting, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Stealing and 


* 
. 
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Moving after thoſe Pomps and Vanities, in the 


4. Are 
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4. Are there not many, that are only externa! 
religious; who deal deceirfully with their Father 
GOD: are perhaps frequent in Duties, but all th 
while flattering GOD with their Lips, and regarding 
Iniquity in their Hearts. All their Devotions are hy 
meer Hypocriſy. | 
5. Are there not Multitudes, who at beſt are hy 
| partially obedient | Their Religion lies all in Ex 
; ternals ; and even here they are partial in the Lay 
| They don't ſubject themſelves to all the Laws 
| Cas ist's Kingdom. It may be they are zealous i 
ſome points, but negligent in others, as the P 
3 J**5, who paid Lithe of Mint, Anniſe, and Cummi 
1 while they omitted the weightier Matters of ti 
Y Law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith. 
= - Oh what great Numbers are there in the Land 
the Poſterity of religious Anceſtors, to whom ti 
foregoing Characters may be juſtly apply'd ! An 
can /# be {aid to exalt the GOD of their Father; 
No, ſo far as they are guilty in any of theſe reſpec: 
they diſhonour GOD, their Fathers GOD. 


I might ſay here, They caſt baſe Reflections « 
their Fathers themſelves. Upon the Chotce tit 
made of GOD for their Ruler and Portion, as if tit 
had acted unwiſely herein, and were overſcen! 
Eng with the World and Sin, for Heaven and H 
ineſs. And they reflect too upon their Parents 
lemn Counſels and Charges given to them, as if thi 
were of no Authority, and not worth the mindig 
Thus they are diſobedient to their Parents, and i 
cur the Curſe denounced againſt him that mocks 
at his Father, and deſpiſeth to obey his Moth 
Prov. 30. 17. 
They do allo caſt the moſt unworthy Reflectial 
on the G0 D of their Fathers. They practical 
lay, His Favour is not worth deſiting; that his L 
it not worth the keeping; and that his Promiſes al 
Threatnings are not worth regarding. That's tl 


Language of their Practice, Nho is the Lord, ti 
| , 


* * 1 
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e ſhould obey him ? Or, What profit is it, if we 
ep his Ordinances ? 'They lay to he Almighty, 
from us; for we — not the Knowledge 
Hays. They lay of the Sabbath, What © a 
fears 4/5 is it ! They ſay, The Table of the Lord 


+ (117-1-prible. They treat the bleſſed Inſtiutions 


£ 
4 
. 
4 
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by You HR 18 , as weak und bveggarly Elements : And 
Ex! | his ol hip an unrealonable Service. 

all 1 ney lIhew A ferrite, 55 Spirit tO ard G OD 7 and 
ng their own romilcs, and dübelieving his, 


egal worſe with GUD than with their fell W 
bew a very Jiſobedient, flubborn, and un- 
„% Spirit. hey break through innumerable . 
Gli: ions; the Bonds of the Covenant, and the 
0; of Gratitude they are under. GOD was their 
thers Friend: and yet they caſt, him off. He offers 
be theirs alſo, but they reject him. He has 
pur:thed and brought them up as Children: and yet 
IF rebel 3 2gainſt him. Do ye thus requite the 
nb? O fooliſh People, 75 unwiſe / Wherefore 
0 he wicked conte GOD | Shall he not viſit 


6 


F r thele things. O that Sinngrs w ou'd receive 

tl bovis zon, and no longer harden their Hearts! 

che 

sx II. What — been ſaid may ſerve to direct 

ne it iining our ſelves, Whether we do exalt the 
0D « 5 Four Fathen 


t it be inquired here, 
x. 1 we obtain'd a gracious Knowledge of 
12 1d been bro” t to make Choice of Him for 
r Vortion ? — Have we an affectionate, practical, 
d ©: -perime ental Knowledge of GOD? Do we o 
non his Name, as to put our Truſt in Him; to 


100! 21m for our GOD ; and ſeek his Face with our 
cal NG! Heart: 7 f 

LAY = fre we much in Aieditating on Q OD, Kh. 
„g his Exc:lencies? Do we maintain high 
; tl _ -hts of his infinite Perfections, and a reverent 
tir of his governing Providence? Do we fre- 


quently 
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. Worſhip ? Do we walk in l the Ordinances d 


en, and Froſperity of the Kingdom of C157 


ſtructions, Reproots, Warnings, Sc. as we ſee oc 


Lives, and ruling deſire & defign of our Souls, Ti 
_ GOD 11 all things may be glorify'd ? 


Praiſe continually 2 In a word, Will nothing con W 


uentlyymuſe on his Works with Admiration, an 
15 ak of them with Praiſe? Do we delight to be 
** the great work of Redemption in par 
ticular? Do we often think and ſpeak of CRN Isr 
and the things pertaining to his Kingdom ? 
3. Are we careful and exact in Matters of Divin 
CuRAIST ? Are we concern'd to enjoy Cuaisr ig. 
his Inſtitutions and to Worſhip GOD in Spirit an 
in 'Truth ? | | 
4. Do we follow Holineſs in all manner of Con 
verſation? Are our Lives, in the general tenourq 
them, a practical Acknowledgment of the Sovereign 
ty of GOD, and Equity of his Laws? Do we herei 
exerciſe our {elves always to keep a Conſcience voi 
of oftence, both towards G Q D and toward Mang 
Do we ſtudy to carry it aright in all Relations an 
in all Conditions of Life? Do we endeavour faith 
fully to ute all our Talents, as thoſe that muſt gin 
an account? | 
5. Are we concern'd for the fouriſping of Relig 


Does it gricye us to ſee the Name of GOD diſh 
nour'd, his Son ſlighted, his Spirit quenched, I 
Worthip neglected, his Sabbath polluted, his Lay 
trampled upon? Are we much in Prayer fort 
Revival of GOD's Work? And do we, to 
Prayers, add the diligent uſe of all proper Mea 
within our power; diſpenſing our Counſels and it 


ſion therefor ? 

6. Do we labour to govern our Aims well in! 
we do, and to ſubordinate every other End to ti 
Glory of GOD? Ts this the main Scope ot 0 


Finally, Do we do all in the Name of Cru 159Y,.. 
The Life we now live, is it by the Faith f 0 
of GOD: Do we by Him offer the Sacrifices . 


— — 
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a without being clorbed with his Righteouſneſs, 

ie with his Spirit, and dwelling in his Preſence, 
a O let us ſolemnly put theſe Inquiries to our owrr 
ee and by theſe things try our ſelves, whether 
Wir are ſuch as do really exalt GOD. It is a very 
important Caſe : and Multitudes deceive themſelves 
so their everlaſting Ruin; Thinking themlelyes to 
Ae ſbomething, while they are nothing; and imagin- 
ng they are Exalters of GOD, when indeed they 
zre but Mockers of Him, and Enemies to his Glory. 
O let us beware of a fatal Error here. Be not decei- 


r: God will not be mocked. Let us all be hum- 
led, that we have had GOD's glory ſo little at 


eat; that GOD is no more in our Thoughts, and 
0088; tze honoured in our Lives; and let us fly to the 
an loo of ſprinkling for a Pardon. But wherein we 
ve een enabled to exalt GOD, let us give him 
he glory of his Grace in and with us: and let us re- 
olve for the future, to give greater diligence in ſer- 
ins GOD ; that we may bring much Glory to his 


Nat Name. So fall we truly honour aur ſelves ; 
Thai! pleale GOD; and may hope that the GOD of 

| io bsthers will be our GOD; will own us for his 

> 4 


ons and Daughters, by the Diſpenſations of his 
"Wi: here, and exalt us to cternal Glory & Happi- 
els in the World to come. 


11 proceed now to the other Inquiry, 

K DL. 

et. 2. yar are the Obligations Jying ups 
. he Children of godiy Parents, to exait the 
oY 7 0 D of their Fathers? ä 


And here I might ſay, 
be. 1. They are under all common Obligations 
02:ther with others, to exalt GOD. 
here are many general Res ſons, and unn; 


0: upon them, as others. 
D 13 


| hat extend to all Mankind - which are of equal 
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„ Is not GO D moſt worthy of all that Homage ang 
Reſpect, which we art capable of yielding to Him: 
both in regard of what He is in Himſelf, and of what 
He has been and is unto us! Has he not all poſh. 
ble Excellencies in his Nature, which beſpeak our 
bigheſt Love, and Delight, Admiration and Praile, 
Reverence, Worſhip, and Obedience! 

And is He not our Creator, our Preſerver, our 
daily Beneſact ar, our ſovereign Ruler, and our ſy. 
preme Good ! Hence then are we not under the vs. 
Lous Ties of Duty, Intereſt, Juſtice, Gratitude ? Dy 
not our own Conſctences tell us, that to exalt GOD 
is our reaſonable Service: and that we ſhall be fordid. 
Iy ungrateful, undutilul, and unjuſt, if we refuſe ot 
neglect todo it! And what can we expect from GO, 
x we do not ftudy to exalt Him? Will He not 
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an 
1 juſtly be provoked to pour Contempt on us, and 
if Had us with Shame and Miſery here and for ever! 
Þut on the Contrary, if we really exalt Him, may 
k. we not hope for his Favour, and all the bleiled 3 
Fruits of ir! That he will accept and bleſs us here, 
= and crown us with glorious Rewards hereafter, for t: 
Gus ls lake ! 7's. | U 
Now theſe Conſiderations are ſo many powerful ir 
Arguments tor our exalting GOD, and de mand out P 
. Alligent Endeavours to do it. P 
| But then, 9 
Ae, 2. The Children of godly Parents are ur. de 
der many pecaliar Obligations to ſerve and -f. 
0 GOD. heir Fathers GOD. As, 
| 5 
| r. They are under ſpecial Cevenant- Bondi ve 
{ GODhas a ſpecial Propriety in fuch, as they have been 
j devoted to Him. Their Zapri/m obliges them indit tit 
| penſably. The Vows of GOD are upon then 
They are the viſible Children of GOD : and as ſoch 
1 thould exalt Him. Mal. 1. 6. A ſen hondureth wie? 
Father. If I they be a Father, ſaith the Loratr. 
4 Where is mine Honour ? ---- They are born in Mel 
5 Houſe, and are his Servguts; have had his Males 


px 
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ut upon them, and been ſeparated to his Service. 
Now a Servant honoureth his Maſter : IF then be 
, Maſter, faith God, Where is my Fear ? ---- They. 


deny GOD his juſt Rights, and deal falſely in his 


Covenant, if they do not exalt Him. 
2. They are bound in Honour to their Parents, 
to ecalt the GOD of their Fathers. 

if they forſake GOD, it will be a Reflection on 
the Wiſdom of their Parents in the Choice they made 
of GOD to be their GOD. It will be diſobedien e 
to their Commands, and ſolemn Counſels ; and a 
brezking all thoſe Divine Laws, which require 
Children to obey their Parents in the Lon p, as what 
is right. And then it will be a Tranſgreſſion of that 
equitable Law, Prov. 27. 10. Thine own Friend, and 
Fathers Friend, forſake not. To exalt GOD 
is the beſt way to pleaſe their pious Parents, if living, 
an to honour their Memory, if dead. 

. They are bound by very ſpecial Ties of Gra- 
bite to GOD. bY 

1: was an Honour done to their Fathers, for GOD 
to chuſe them for his Children: and a Dignity put 
upon the Children to take them (with their Paco 
into 3 Covenant-Relation to GOD. --- It was a high 
Privilege to be early devoted to G O P, to have 
Prayers going up for them continually, to have a 
£00) Example ſet them, to have a pious Education 
beſtoy'd upon them, and to have the Spirit early 
ng with them, Sc. 

Now all rheſe Advantages, being the fruits of 
GCUD'S diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs, do lay them under 
very ſpecial Bonds of Gratitude to Him. And there 
520 other way wherein they can exprels their Gra- 
tituls to G O D, but by cxalting and honouring 
CD, by loving him, and living to Him. 

4 "They are under {ſpecial Bonds of Iatereſt and 
6, /50e.--- To exalt GOD is theis only ſafety, and 
tract Glory & Happineſs : and as they love them- 
lelvcs, they are oblig'd to do it. If they do not 
eat GOD, they forfeit the Bleſſings promiſed 2 

D 2 the 
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_ Fncouragement to hope that G O D will be ther 


PHedfalt in his Covenant,which he will ſurely avenge 


him, he will diſtinguiſh them by very ampleRewardz 


gainſt him, He will diſtinguith them by as ſever, 


the Covenant, and expoſe themſelves to the terrible 
Curſes therein denounced. They have the Experi. 
ences of their pious Parents, to encourage them to 
ſeek GOD ; and have GOD expreſſing himſelf x 
molt graciouſly ready to embrace them, and to be 
found of them: But if they forſake him, he has fail 
he will allo foriake them. Hence David enforce 
his dy:ngCharge to bisSon, with thoſeConſiderations,ſ* 
1 Chron. 28. 9. And thou Solomon my ſon, knoy 
gen the God of thy father, and ſerve him with 
verſe? heart, and with a willing mind: for th 
LORD ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtanderh all 
ihe imaginatious of the thoughts: if thou ſeek hin, 
He wil} be found of thee ; but if thou forſake him, le 
1 caſt thee off for ever. | 
The Children of pious Parents have the greateſ 


GD, &will be found of them, f they ſeek him aright, 
And they have peculiar Opportunities, Advantages 
and Helps; which if they faithfully improve, giving 
Diligence to ſerve and exalt G OD, they will lay C 
up for themſelves Treaſures, glorious Treaſures in 
Heaven. . 

Bur if they do not exalt GON, they run a dread- 
ful Hazzard of being caft off, becauſe they lin againf 
the Loan, the Hope of their Fathers, and are not 


the Quarrel of. Yea, ſuch expole themſelves to an 
aggra vated Condemnation. For GOD expett 
mare from them, than from others, not fo favour 
as they. He looks for more and better Service from 
them: And if they do more than others to honout 


But if they deny bim his juſt Honour, and rebel + 


Puniſkments. If they will not exalt GOD by an 

active obedience here, He will exalt himſelf by an 

extraordinary Vengeance upon them hereafter, 

even a Wrath io the uttermoſt. It they don't keep 

the Covenant of their Fathers, GOD is — al 
| | Libeity 


tþ1} Liberty to caſt them off: And his Honour requires 


WGuilt. The Honour of his rectoral Holineſs, 


They ſhall be to him as the Children of Erhioprans, 
the very Filth of the World, the moſt deſpicable of 
ne Mankind. He will treat them as very Children of 
„che Devil. Hence Crunisr ſaid to the unbelieving 
%s, who boaſted that Abraham was their Father, 
„(Ich. 8. 39, 44. ) 1f ye were Abraham's Children, 
viye £2042 Go rhe wworns of Abraham: Aut ye are of 
your Father the Devil, and the Luſts of your Father 
ge 071] do. --- Men will plead, in the great day, their 
pious Farentage, their religious pros ard many 
other things: but the righteous judge will lay to 
them (as we are told, Math. 9. 23. I never knew 
; Depart from me, ye workers of Taiquitw. ---= 
„and they ſhall receive a greater Damnaticn, Who 
ng have been more highly privileg'd. 
ebe Children of the Singdom, that don't exalt 
COD, ſhall not only be caſt out of his Preſence ; but 
ſhall be caſt into a hotter Hell. Such ſin at a more hei- 
nous Rate than others. The very ſaine vins carry gieat- 
er Guilt & Provocation, as committed by them, than 
by others. And then fuch,when they prove Apoſtates, 
do commonly run to greater Lengths in Wickedrefs 
and ''rofaneneſs ; and are often ſome of the moſt 
onſtrous Sinners. in a word, the ungocly Lives 
pt luch do carry the greateſt Scandal; and are moſt 
prejudicial to Religion, pi ly by rempting fome 
o flight Infant-Bapriſm, and to imagine it's no pri- 
lege to be in the viſible Church- State of the Goſ- 
del: partly by diſcouraging 'arents from the bap- 
mal dedication of their Infants to G © D, or from 
taking ailus in their religious Education, and in the 
good Government of their Families partiy alice by 
bardning the profane Children cf wicked ! rents in 
all their evil Courſes, by the power of an ill FN ple. 
ence then the glorious GON mult needs account 


3 Him- 
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that he ſhou'd proportion their Puniſhment to their 


Juſtice, and Wiſdom demand it. And hence if he 
del caſt them off, it will be with the utmoſt indignation. 
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Himſelf more deſpiſed and diſhonour'd by the degę. 
nerate Offspring of good Men, than by others:: and 
it lo, then he is certainly more provoked at them, 
and will pour out his heavieft Curſes upon them. 
So that it ſhall be more rolerable even for the Chil. 
dren of Sodom and Gomorrar, in the day of Judg. 
ment, than for them. Hence then they ace in a ſpe. 
clal manner bound, in Love and Compaſſion to'they 
own Souls, to yield themſelves unto GOD, to ſeek 
and ſerve him. „ 5 5 
Thele brief Hints may ſuffice to ſhew what great it. 
and extraordinary Obligations are upon the Children: 


1 
1 


of religious Parents, to exalt their Fathers GOD. 


I proceed now to tte 0 
; Tr 
| e 
Us I. This affords abundant Motive to religi. ] ſi 
ous P rents, to take all the Pains they can to bring tt 
their Children to exalt G OD. ti 
You ſze what great Obligations your Children be 
are under to exalt GOD, in point of Duty, Grail 
tude, and Titereſt: how happy they muſt be, ii th 
they do; and how mifzrable, if they do not exalt I. 
Him. Oh how ſhou'd your Bowels yearn toward : 
then! How thou'd you pity, and pray for them © 
And labour with them day and night, in a way a yo 
ſerious Inftrution, Connſel and Reproof ; that yo up 
may bring them to a fer{2 of their Duty, and that pl. 
none of them may be harcen'd thro? the Deceitfuld y 
neis of in! Have they not many Enemies, that ar Qu 
in an accurſed Conſpirazy to deſtroy their Souls me 
O Parents, do what vou can to reſiſt the Devil, iii th: 
bis Devices and Attempts againſt the Souls. of youll ke 
poor Children : ſtrive to guard them from tit 
TFemptations of this day of Apoſtacy. Commit then 
to GOD, an! ſtrive to keep them in his way. ON 27 


0 what Glory will you bring to GOD, if you are th Ge 
Maus of bringing your Children to ſeek and ſer} - 
F— him! And what joy will you treaſure up _ oui mit 
Ik elves: 
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ſelves! Next to one's own Salvation, a pious Pa- 
rent Has no greater joy than to ſee his Children 


walking in the Truth. But how dreadful will it be, 
if they forſake GOD, and die in their Sins | And 


can any ſerious Parent quietly bear the Thought of 
any of his Children's miſcarrying and periſhing at 
laſt ! | 

O let theſe Reflections awaken Parents to a due 
Sollicitude and Care for the Souls of their Children. 
Let there be a Srriving & agonizing in your Prayers 
to GOD for them : and a labouring to bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of rhe Lord. So 
vou are charged to do, Eph. 6. 4. Begin betimes 
with them : take Pains, and be unwearied. Solo- 


mon obſerves, Prov. 13. 24. He that loveth his ſon, 


cheſtnerh him bettmes. And *tis added, Chap. 19.18. 
Chaſten thy ſon, while there is Hope. ---- Let I arents 
ſuitably reprove and frown upon all that's bad in 
their Children: but encourage every good Diſpoſi- 
tion in them. Put them upon minding ſecret Duties 
betimes : And fee that they conſtantly and reverent- 
ly attend Family-Duties. Teach them to reverence 


the Hoe of GOD, and to ſanctify the Sabbarh. 


Labour to prepare them for renewing their Covenant, 
and coming to the Table of the Lox p. Deal very 
ſolemnly & frequently with them about it: and when 
you ſee them hopefully fitted and prepared, put them 


upon coming into full Communion, and ſo com- 


pleating their religious Poſleffion. Relate to them 
your own Experiences for their Encouragement and 
Quickning : and bear witneſs for GOD, that He is 
merciful and gracious, and true and faithful ; and 
that all his Paths are Mercy and Truth, unto ſuch as 
keep his Covenant and his Teſtimonies. 


Us E II. What has been faid, ſh-u*d excite in 
Miniſters a particular Zeal and Care fur the riſing 
Generation among GOD's heople. 

The Children of the Covenant are peculiarly com- 
mitted to their Watch and Care. That was one 


Charge 


. 
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his Inſtruments do uſually here make the greateſt Wi 


 Faich that is in Thee © ahich deveir rſt in thy 


_ 7104, to the CHilires and Folterity of GOD's Peo- 


Charge our Lox» gave to Perer, Joh. 21. 15. Fred 
my Lambs. The Children of religious Parents are 
very much the Hopes of the Flock : from among JI; 
theſe is the Church of CHRIST uſually filled up, and 
by them Religion ſupported and kept up in any I. 
= from Generation to Generation. With theſe, ( 

iniſters generally have greater Opportunities for 
perſonal Converſe; ſome peculiar Arguments to . 
urge upon them; and many other Advantages in W; 
dealing with them. In this Caſe Miniſters have the . 
Parents (while living) to back their Counſels; ., 
Here alſo the Spirit of Grace is moſt ready to aſſiſt , 
and ſucceed their Endeavours. And tho? Satan and ſz. 


Oppoſition; yet this ſhould only whet their courage, N., 
and inflame their Zeal, and ſtir them up to more I. 
fervent Frayer and unwearied Pains-taki;'g ; if by hh. 
any means they may fave ſome from the ſnare of the 
evil one, and engage them to exalt GOD, their Fa- 
ther's GOD. Succeſs here will afford peculiar Com- 
fort, Satisfaction, and Pleaſure to faithful Miniſters, 
Hence the Apoſtle ſo rejoyced in Zimcthy, his own 
Sohn in the faith. 2 Tim. 1. 4, 5. --- Filled th 
ov; whey I call to Remembrance the unfeigned 


Grand. mother Lois, and thy Mcther Eunice; and 1 
am perſwaded that in Thee alſo. 


Usz III. May be an earneſt can & Fehortt 


ple, to exalt the G O D of their Fathers. 
This is the Charge, that your Parents bring you: 
This is the ſolemn Charge, that your Paſtors bring 
you n the Name of the Logr. O hearken to the 
Calls of GOD and be not a faithleſs and frov. ard 
Generation. But incline your Ears, and hearken 
diligently :- Obey his Voice, and your Souls thall live. 
Here 1 ſhall fay ſomething diſtin ly, (i) To fun... 
as are alre:dy brought to 92/7 G0. (2 } To ſuch M 
as are under ſome Conviction, and beginning 2 5 fill 


— 
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GOD. (3) To others that are ſecure and careleſs. 


and, finally, To ſuch as have apoſtarized from good 


deginnings. | | FE 
I ſhall ſpeak to ſuch as are in a converted ſtate, 


ind already brought in ſome meaſure to exalt the 


GOD of their Fathers. 


2 be thankful to GOD, who has brought you to 


this, Admire his diſtinguiſhing Mercy toward you. 
Ani endeavour to live, as well as ſpeak, the Praiſes 
of Him, who has waſhed you from your Sins in 
4; coun Blood, and made you Kings and bly: + 
unte God, Labour to grow in Grace, and in t 
Knowledge of Cnrisr, Maintain a daily cloſe 
Valk with GOD: and ftudy to be fruitful and 
thriving Chriftians. Reſt not contented with an 
mez ares of Grace and Holineſs already attained. 
Le: it be your Care to bring forth Fruit in due ſea- 
„ Fruit re Perjefiion ; much Fruit, even all your 
cars Fruit unto Heling; Fruit meer jor Repen- 
Thus, vou will have the moſt comfortable Bui- 
14 of vour real ſaving Conv flon, You will here- 
n ranifeft the true Spirit of Children, obedient 
.nildren : for (as it is ſaid, Mal. 1. 6.) £ ſon ho- 
eth his Father. You will thow that your Hearts 
re gt <uith God, if you are ſtedfaſt in his Coue- 
nt: You will come to know the Truth of Grace 
nn, by your Growth in it. | 

You will plea/e GOD, ly manifeſting your Gra- 
tus and Love to, and Delight & Truſt in Him.--- 


& 


- 5 * 7 ; 2 
ou car much Fruit, (J. 15. 8. ) If your Light 
tine before others, they (ſceing your good Works) 


iy Þ- induced to glorify G O D for you, and by 


mating vour pious Example. 


it youthus exalt GOD, he will allo exair you. 
or He hath faid, ( 1 Sam. 2. 20.) Them that bo 
7 42, Faril} honour, Verily GOD will ſnare you, 
2 an {pareth his own Son that ſerveth him He 
1! 72jovc2 over you, to do you Good; He will 

; crown 


ind Frein is your heavenly Father glerih ea, that 
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crown you with his loving kindneſs, which is betty 
than life; will hear your Prayers, and accept you 
Services; will make all things work together fo 
your beſt and final Advantage; will never leave ng 
forſake you. You wilt be the continual Charge o 
his good Providence: and his holy and bleſſed Spi 
rit ſhall be with you, to guide, ſanctiſy, and comfor 
you. And tho* Afflictions may abide you; yet i 
all theſe things you ſhall be more than Conqueror: 
tho' C::aisnr, which hach loved you, and nothingc; 
ſhall be ble to ſeparate you from his Love. Beholdſ'c 
All is yours, whether Life or Death, things preſei e 
or Things to come; and ye are Cur 157T”'s. Auer. 
becauſe Cu Is r lives, ye ſhall live alfo ! and whe 
He, who is your Life, ſhall appear, you ſhall appe C 
with Him in Glory, The Name of the Logo Uf 
sus CrrisT ſhall be glorify'd % you, and you ii: 
him. He will honour you in this Life, at Death \ 
and in the Reſurrection-day, yea throughout all Wi: 
ternity. --- Wherefere comfort one another with the 
Words: and be hereby ſtirred up to all diligence WW": 
exalting GOD, as knowing that your labour fue 
not be in vain in the Logy. Ove 
Surely nothing deſerves to be proſecuted with ea! 
much Care and Zeal and Pains, as this great Fer 
the Glory of GOD. This is the End of our Cie! 
tion, the End of our Preſervation, and of our Me 
demption. Hear what the Apoſtle ſays, x Cor. 
19, 20. Ye are not your own; for we are bought «ul > 
a Price: Therefore glorify God in your Body nf": 
in your Spirit, which are God's. So 1 Pet. 2. 9X0»: 
Te are a choſen Generation, ---= THAT Wc 
ſhould fhew forth the Praiſes of Him, auh hath cafe, 
you our of Darkneſi into his marvellous Lighs 
Dearly Belc ved, I beſeech you as Strangers anc 
Pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly Tufts, which ft 
Fo = gainſt rhe Soul: Having your Converſation ' hg 
among the Gentiles, that whereas they [peak agg 
8, you as evil ders, they may by your good wors " 
| which they ſpall behold, glorify God in the day 
Poi ſitation. | | 
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© let the ſeveral Conſiderations that have been 
ention'd, prevail with you to maintain a continual 
7c of exalting GOD ; and therefore beware of 
very thing that is contrary to it; that tends to hinder 
rour glorify ing GOD, or blemith your holy Profeſſion. 
Hire every evil and falſe way. Flee youthful 
uſt- Avoid the Sins of the Times. Don't follow 
Multitude to do Evil. Oh how many are the 
nd-defiling Iniquities, and growing Evils of this 
ezencrate Day! How much Locſenefs in Princi- 
les Luke-warmneſs in Religion, Profaneneſs, and 


crance, Uncleanneſs, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Mur- 
purinz, and the like! But ye that would exalt 
OD, take Care that you ſhun theſe things: and 
ave no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
lirkneis ; but rather reprove them. 

Watch particularly againſt a Worlaly Spirit; 
hich {0 leads to a defrauding GO D of his Dues, 
ellas Men of theirs ; and tends to eat out the 


azad Power of Godlinefſs. There is a with- 
MW0id'ts more than is meet, which tendeth unto 


calctn. O beware of Covetouſneſs; and keep 
our {1ves unſpotted from the World, as thoſe that 


part for GOD : Remembring the Words of 
Re np Jxsus, how he faid, Te cannot ſerve God 
7 Ammon. 1 


Sed that you account GOD's Sabbath a Delight. 
wars you don't at any time facrilegiouſly rob 
0D of any part of his Day, Beware of a {lighty 
d careleſs Spirit, in preparing for the Sabbath, or in 
ten ging the Duties of it. Let not the day be ſpent 
lilcneſs; but in a faithful diſcharge of all holy 
xerciies requir'd, in Secret, in Private, and in 
e. And beware leſt a Pretence of not begin- 
$ tc Sabbath on the Evening before, end in rob- 
nz COD of both the Evenings. So far as the 
a day is neglected, his Glory is neglected. 


het you wou'd keep GOP's Sabbath from pollu- 
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cen tiouſneſs in Manners, Pride, Idleneſs, Intem- 


overty : and there is that ſcattereth, and yet in- 


ting 
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ting it! PBleged is the Man that doth this, 11 [ 

56. 2. 
ik Love GO D* s Houſe ; and let one day or hou 0 
in his Courts, be better to you than a thouſand elfe, 
where. Bleffed is the Man that heareth Wiſdom b 


watching daily at her Gates, waiting at the Poſts of 
j her Doors. Be exemplary for your affection to am 
| reverence of (60 D's Sanctuary. 


+ 


[ e exemplary alfo for your Love and Subjection i 6 
i them that are over you in the Lord; and be ny 
| of them who ftrive with the Prieſt that ſtandeth t 
miniſter before the Logy thy GOD. But obe 
them that rule over you: for they watch for you 
Souls. 
Come into a compleat ProfeſNon,and entire Churc 
Fellocuſbip. Don't think it enough to attend fon 
277 of divine Worthip, while you pa's by o then 
ut let your Worſhip be without Partiality. Wat 
fhip GOD in all the ways He commands. In pa 
ticular, let ſuch as have hitherto neglected th 
Lords Supper, be perſwaded to come ro this Ord 
nance. Too many among us take a Licence to ng 
lect this, as if it were no Ordinance of Carisr, « 
as if they ſtood in no need of it. In ſo doing, the 
diſhonour GOD, and wrong their own Souls. 
then you wou'd exalt GOD and benefit your Sou 


'* come humbly & preparedly £2 the Table of theLozWe 1 
Y x Cor. 11. 28. Let a man examine himſelf; and jo | 
N him eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. v 
$ are ſolemnly invited. O confider how the Mal: p 

of the Feaſt will reſent it, if you refuſe. Sins of in 
i miſſion are diſpleaſing to GOD, as well as Sins v. 
| Commiſſion, 5 i Pore 
q Moreover, Take heed of all Errors in Dori; : 
| and Corruptions in Worſhip & Church Order. Dod: 


| give into the looſe and large Principles, . contrary} 
* ound doctrine, which many are ſo fond. of; leſt) 
be turned away from the ſimplicity ot the Goff 
Beware of drinking in prejudices àgainſt the he 
Diſcipline of Cugisr's Churches, Ask for py" 
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Paths; where 15 the good way : and walk therein. 
J be found walking in the Faith and Order of the 
Goſpel, with all purity and conſtancy. Be followers 
of them, who thro' Faith and patience do inherit 
the Promiſes. The Elders that have obtained a good 
Report, let their Memories live, & be honoured by you. 
Give GOD the glory of the great Works He 
wro't in their days: For our Ears have heard, and 
our Fathers have told us what good & great Things 
GOD has done for Neae-Englaud; how He drove 
out the Heathen, and planted here a noble Vine,and 
cauſed it to ſpread and grow and flouriſh. 

Often reflect upon the worthy Example, which cur 
" Fore-fathers have left us, of a zeal to the houſe of 
60D, & for the Purity of his Worſhip ; as well as for 
Truth of Doctrine, and Holineſs of Life: And let us 
follow them wherein they follow'd Canrisr, our 
grand Exemplar. --- Dow'c deſert the Cauſe they fo I 
ofithſully alerted ; Being the Cauſe of GOD, you are 


bound, by the Covenant of your Fathers, as well as | 

br vour' own proſeſs'd Devotedneſs to GOD, to 1 

Agzdhere unto it, --- Indeed (as one well il 
& we are to call no Mea F::hers upon Earth, in ſuc N 


"2 lenſe, as to believe or practice any thing in Reli- 
é gion, meerly upon the Credit of their Opinion, 
* or Authority of their Example. For the beſt of 
Men may miſtake,. and miſlead others, in ſome 
particular points, whether of doctrine or practice: 


„b chat to be for a thing only becauſe our Fathers 
Yo waere for it, is to be govern'd by a blind implicit 
7 Faith, and to act upon a Reaſon, Which if weigh'd 
8 


in the ballances of the Sanctuary, will be found 
wanting. However, ſince the Errand of our 
Fore-fathers into this Land was ſo approv'd of GOD, 
y many Signs of his gracious Preſence with them, 
Id the general Cauſe is ſo manifeſtly agreable to 


ry Woly Scripture, our Rule; hence to ſlight and for- 
Nfeit, or be unmindful of it, will be very faulty 
Ap. »Twill be nothing lefs than Treachery to 


ne ui the Beſt of Cauſes, and an affront to the Loa v 


E. Jesus 


— 
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Jesvs CBRIS TF; whole Sovereignty, as Hesd of 8 
Church, and the ſacred Autherity of his Word, as 
the Rule of Faith and Worſhip, are two of the main 
Principles theſe Churches v ere originally erected and 
eſtabluh'd upon. --- We exhort you then to continue 
in the Things which ye have learned, knowing of 
whom ve have learned them. Remember how you 
_-have received, and heard, and hold faſt thit which 

vou have, that no Man take aw ay.your Trown. Hold 


taſt th e Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, and cleave Wl : 
to the Min iftry WOIchCBRISI hath ſo ignally own'd Þl * 
and Riel in 1015 Tang, from dne Generation to! 
another. Lon't forlzke the Communion of theſe I ( 
Churches, upon frivolous Pretences, or for by-ends, i : 
das the manner of . ne is. Stand faſt in the Liberty e 
Be! ewith Cast has made you free, and be not Þ 
of them who are for returning to the Bondage of © 
human Impo Ut ions. Meddle not with them that E 
2 © gi ven to Change. INow after ye have known |: 
GUD, or rather been known of GOD ; how rus IM > 
ve again to weak a; 1d beggarly Elewent: ! Beware Ml Cl 
veſt any me _ ſpoil you thro Phileſe phy and vain Ve. tic 
cert, a ter tle Tradition of ren, fee er tle RudimentsMf if 
of the 1,071. 7, aud Ks afrer Chi Ler no Man be- ace 
guile you of your Reward, in a voluntary Humility 2 
And Will wer ſhip, after the Commandments and C: 
Doctrines of Men: wh M things indeed have a ſheu an 
of Waldom ; but it's ouly a ſhew: and 1 1 Se; 
things many prelſing - themſelves to be Wie, do be I 
.COINT F. ools. h . £17 [uch Tit” AWAY). em 
Einally, Have Regard to the Tar? re? 6f CHRITM Th 


> 6 and be concern'd for the Flourif] ning of Religion E 2 |: 


the Land, Not only be your ſelves 5 :amples of ti Mo 
Life & Power of Goclinels , but be zealous to pronotto t 
it in others. Freon] have Families, train up your Chil Net, 
Aren for GOD, and govern your Houlcholds to bl any 


glory. | at Our 20 PE 'S} NOW Religion } 111 the Ela Pra 
„ ou 
where vou live; by di iſpenſ. n ſuitable Counſc lem 


- Warnings, and Reproofs, to on eand an ther, as vl . 


3 , Lo A 
have opportunity ; looking Elligently 221 225 Nen 
ta 


N 
9 
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the Sins of the Times. Lay to heart the low ſtate of 
Religion in the Land, and pray tor and labour after” 
a Reformation. Be <warchful, aud ſtrengthen the 
Tings which remain, that are ready to die, Rev. z. a2. 
low will GOD exalt you, if in this day of back- 
fliding, you ſet your ſelves to exalt Neze- England®s 
60 , and ſtudy to bring others to exalt Him! 
ho can tell what veſſels of Honour GOD will 
make you, if you will but in good earneft endeavour 
he exalting of his Name! Who can tell what 
Bleſſings you may be to the Land, the Town, the 
Church, the Family, you belong to! Some of you 
are Heads of Families, and may do a great deal to 
exalt GOD, in your Houſes. Some of you are em- 
ploy'd in Offices of a publick Nature, in theChurch 
or Common-wealth. Such as are Miniſters or 
Deacons ; ſuch as are Magiſtrates,” Counſellours, 


Tydges, Juſtices, and others of a Civil Character, 


Sheriffs, Repreſentatives, Select-men, IL ything- men, 


Conſtables, Jurors, &c. have pafticuter Opportuni- 
ties in their hands to ſerve their Generation. And 
it they ſet themſelves to do it in their ſeveral Places 
according to the Will of GOD, They may be not 
2 little inſtrumental of ſerving the Kingdom of 
Caalsr, and promoting the Proſperity of Religion 
and Virtue. Who then is willing to conſecrate his 
Service this day unto the LORD | 
Indeed every one has his Talents and Advantages 
more or leſs ) which are improvable to this end. 
The moſt private and obſcure Chriſtians may do not 
2 little Good; as by being Examples of Devotion and 
Morality, ſo by their holy Inſtructions and Counſels 
to thoſe about them; by their Crious Diſcourſe with 
Neighbours, Cc. And they that can do little in 
any other way, may do a great deal of Good by the 
Prayer of Faith. O Pray for the Peace of Jerula- 
lem: They ſpall preſper that Ire Zion. | 
Let Magiſtrates, and Miniſters, in particular be 


Aehorted to ariſe; for this matter belengs eſpecially 
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unto them. And let the People lay, We ale ail E 
abi th you ; be of good Courage, and do it. Do with 
might what your hands find to do, in your relpeQive | 
Stations: and be os the he-gents before rhe flocks. 
who are ſaid to be ccmely in going, becauſe they 
head the Company, and go fore-moit. © It is aff 
© graceful thing to be forward in a good work, 
© and to ſet others a good Example. 
What an Honour will it be to GOD's Servants] 
and People, of this Generation, if it may be faid e 
them, That in a day of very great degeneracy they 
were as Nea, juſt Men and Perfect, and walked 
with GOD; and as Hezekzab and ., zealous 
Reformers, who ſat themſelves ip good earneſt to 
exalt the GOD of their Fathers! That Religicn 


PF." 


was dying; the Intereſt of Cng1isr linking ; Sia 
and Vanity were overſpreading the Land: But ſ¹νiτ, 
and ſuch Rood up for GOD againit the workers 0 | 
Iniquity, and lifted up a Standard againſt the grow; 
ing Evils of the day. They were as Watchmen c 
the Walls, which never held their Feace day d „ 
night: but made mention of the Loa, and ga © 
Him no reſt, till He made Jeruſalem a Praiſe. "they ! 
ſpake often one to another, ſtrengthning each others 
hands: and they called upon cthers, ſaying, Come F 
let us return to the Lord. And their zeal provoke 4 


many, to an holy Emulation; and by this means © 
happy general Reformation was effected. = BY 

What an honour will it be to have it ſaid thus 
you! None%will fo deſerve to be efteem'd highly ll ” 
Love, and had in Remembrance, as they who in day © 
of provocation ſtir up themſelves, to take hold ol © 
a departing GOD. and ſave a ſelf-ruining People, b 7 
leading in a neceſſary N formation of Sin, which 1 P 
a Repreach to them, and promoting that Righteoul th 


neſs which exalteth a Natlon. | | ?/ 
| Well then, whileſt others lay, Come, caſt in your © 
. among us, for good fellowthip, for fleſh-plealing , 


delights, or worldly profits; Do you be found aff !* 


mong them that call on others, as in 2" 3 
yingg 
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and to feeR the Lord of Hoſts; I will go alſo. O 
that that Scripture might this day be fulfilled, ſer. 
50. 4, 5. T Children of Iract ſhall cone; They 
and the Children of Judah together, going & weep- 
ing : Thev fpall go, and ſtck the Lord their God. 
They ſpall ask the way to Zion, with their faces 
thither-wards, ſaying, Come, aud let us joyn ourſelves 
t9 the Lord, in a perpetual Covenant, that ſball nes 
be forgotten. 


02.) I wou'd offer a Word to ſuch as are under 


Conuiftiens ; beginning to ſeek the Lox p, and taking 
up Re/clurions to exalt their Fathers GOD. | 

Be not diſcourag d. Satan, the grand Adverſary 
of Souls, and Enemy of GOD's Glory, may caſt many 
dtumbling- blocks in your way, and by a variety of 
ſabtle Methods, labour to hinder you in, or divert 
vou from ſeeking and exalting of GOD. Sometimes: 
© may eſſay to do it by Flatteries; at other times by 
Fr-wns and Afﬀrightments. But liſten not to his. 
ce:citful Flatteries, nor be afraid of his Terrors: 
Pu: reſiſt the Devil, and he ſhall fice from you. 

O take great Care that you 4077 return to à ſecure 
Frame. Now the Spirit of Grace is ſtrie ing with 
von, fall in with his holy Motions. Bleſs GOD 
that he has not utterly forſaken you, as he juſtly 
might have done. And receive that Divine Caution, 
1 'Lhef. 5. 19. Queuch rot the Spirit. O cheriſh 
our Convictions, and labour to improve them to a 
thorow and ſincere Repentance. Beware of all that 
tends to hinder you in ſeeking G, and to divert 
you from minding the everlaſting Concerns of your 
precious immortal Souls. And in particular, avoid 
the Company of carnally minded perſons; #or/ake 
he Fookiſh,. and live; My fon, if jinaers iu the, 
c02ſonut thou not. | 

Attend diligently the Ans of Grace. Be much 
in Prayer, crying to GOD for his holy Spirit to be 
given to you. Seek the Lord auſile le may ve found: 


E. 3 i Ca. . 


faying, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Tord, 
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reading and hearing the Her of GOD, Be much 


be your Companions at all times. Be likewiſe much 
in the Duties of Mcd:tation and Self- Examination, 
Labour after a right Knowledge of your ſelves, 2 
you are in your natural State, guilty, polluted, miſc. 
rable ; Realiſe your ablolute Need of a Saviour; and 
meditate much on the ſufficiency of CyrrsT, on his 
dying Love, on his glorious Oiices and Benefits. 
And when you are.thus muling, / with a depen- 
dence on Divine Grace to act uit. towards the 
Lond Jzsvs Curr, and Repentance towards 
GOD. Try to confeis your Sins with a broken 
Heart: Try to renounce your own Righteoulnels, 
to receive the Atonement ; to fly for Refuge, and 
lay Hold en the Hope ſet before you. Yield your 
{:lves to the Log p, to be taught and ruPd by his 
Word and Spirit, and to be juſtity*d and ſanctify'd by 
Him in his own way. Take hold. of bis Covenant, 
chuſing the Things that pleaſe Him * and look to 
ye un Reſolutions, that they be ſincere, and made 
with the greateſt Integrity, with a becoming Self 
diffidence, & intire Reliance on CR tor ſtrength 
to perform them; ſenſible that without Him you can 
do nothing. — 9 IM 
Embrace the Premiſes of GOD, made in his Co. 
© venant, leal'd in your Baptiſm : Realiſe the Truth 
of the Promiſes ; humbly plead them with G60 Di 
Prayer ( fo Slo ꝛcn did, 2 Chron, 6. 16, 17 ) and 
plead them with your. own Souls for their En- 
couragement and Quickning. _ | 
Thu? you may have been Sinners excrodengi 
before the Lozp ; vet fink not into Deipair ; lu 
rather turn it into a Tea for Mercy, That the great 
er your Tniquities are, the more abundantly will J 
ver igu Grace be n agnify'd and thine forth in yoll 
Jardin andoilvation. This is the import of Pal 
235 1r. For thy Name's ſake, O. Lord, pardon mii 
ii juity; for it is GREAT. --- A wonderful He 
3 : | tht 
: i 


* 


Call upon Him, while he is near. Be much m 


in religious Conference, and let them that fear GOD 


I \ 


this is, and a wonderful — againſt Deſpair. 
e 


As another Remedy, conſider the remarkable Ex. 
amples of Mercy, on ſacred Record: ſuch as Ma- 


naſſeſb, in particular, who after many years of noto- 
rious Wickedneſs and bloody Crimes, was at laſt 


brought in a time of Affliction to humble himſelf in 
the Sight of GOD, and to ſeek the Loxp Gop of 
kis Fathers, and ſo doing, obtained Mercy. See 
2 Chroy. 33. 12, 1 : | 
Let me add, Tho' GOD ſhould not preſently be 


found of you, yet don't give over ſeeking him; 


but rather ſeek him the more earneſtly ; follow hard 
after GOD; ſeek his face evermore. Remember 


now Jacob wreſtling with the Angel, vowed unto . 


the Lok, I will not let Thee go, except T hou bleſs 


me. O give him no Reſt, till he come and bleis- 


you, by turning you from all your Iniquities. And 
give no Reſt to your Souls, until you find that GOD 
has by his Grace reſtored you to the Divine Image, 
and brought you to exalt the GOD of your Fathers; 
brought you to live to his Glory on Earth, and © 
to a Hope of living with Him and ſeeing his Glory 
in Heaven hereafter. | 


(3.) I come now to offer a Word of Exhortation to 
the carnallySecure ; who tho? they may not altogether 
neglect the Externals of Religion, are yet very 


carcleſs in their inward Frame, and wretchedly 


thoughtleſs of the Honour of GON, 
Many there be that are at Z£2/e in Zion, and truſt 
in the Mountain of Samaria ; and reſt in the law, 


making their Boaſt of GOD: yet hre“ brerking of © | | 


tre law, diſhoncur they God; or if they ſeem to 


honour him, by external Duties, and moral Virtues,. 


yer inwardly and really they do not exalt Him. 
The love of GOD dwelleth not in them. They 


are full of Hypocriſy : and keep the Feaſt with the 
019 Leven. Nevertheleſs, they cry Peace, to their 
Souls, and flatter themſelves in their own Eyes, as 

x 3 ES Friends 
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be too late 


have not the Spirit of Cx Is T, he is none of his, 


of evil Workers, and follow not their perniciou 


- Circumciſion, which av God in the Spirit, and 


= © pejoyce in Chriſt Feſus,. and bat s uo Confiden * 


— — 
of” 
Friends of GOD : or at leaſt they put far from 
them the evil day. Pare 
O that ſuch wou'd bethink themſelves before it 
What a dreadful thing will it be for 
you to periſh with a lie in your right hand! Let 
no man deceive you with vain words: if any man 
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You may do many things, may hear the Word with 
ſome Affection, and keep up a Courſe (f Prayer, and 
be not far from the Kingdom : and yet may come 
ſhort of it! Our Loa p has given you warning, 
Matth. 7. 21. Nor every one that ſairh unto me, 
Loap, Log p, ſpall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven : but he that doeth the will of my Father. -<« 
Many will ſay unto Him in that day, Loa p, Loxn, 
have we not propheſy'd in thy Name? Have we not 
eaten and drank in thy Preſence ? And in thy 


Name done many wonderful Works? ---- Yet the! 


Judge ſays, Then will I profeſs unto you, I never 
new you. Depart from me, ye that work iniquity, 


O that carnal Proſeſſors would hear and fear, and 


2 

; 

reve to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, as our Saviour /: 
exhorts, Matth. 7. 13. O ſtrive to enter in; for 4 
wide is the Gate, and bread is the way that lead. R 


eth to Deſtruction, and many there be that go there a 


in: but ſirait is the Gate, and narrow is the way at 
which leadeth unto Life, and few there be that fd fi 


it. Beware of falſe Prophets, which may come to / 


you in Sheeps-clothing, but inwardly are raveningi P. 
Wolves: They zealouſly affect you, but not well: 


as many as deſire ro make a fair fuer in the fieſigf ce 
conſtrain you to be circumciſed, (to allude to thai ex 
of the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 12. ) yet neither do they them pu 
| ſelves keep the Law, but imagine an eaſy and ceteſ in 
monial Religion will carry them to Heaven. Buß th: 
be not deteived ; GOD is not mocked. BewallF be 


ways. Beware of the. Conciſion. For we are the 


7 


I» 
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the Flefp. ---- Awake, thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe 
from the Dead; and ChR ISH ſhall give thee Light. 


Work out your Salvation, with fear & trembling :_ 


for it is GOD that worketh in us to will and to- 

according to his good pleaſure. Be in earneſt, as 
they that know their ſeaſon is ſhort, and may ſud- 
denly come to an end. Do with might what your 
Hand findeth to do : for there is no Work nor De- 
vice in the Grave whither you are going. 'The 
Grave cannot praiſe GOD ; Death cannot celebrate 
Him: they that go down to the Pit ( impenitent ) 
cannot. Hope for his Truth. The Living, the Living, 
they ſhall praiſe lim. The Father to the Children 
ſhould make known his 'Truth ; and the Children 


ſhould rife and take hold of his Teſtimony which He 


hath eftabliſh'd in Zacob, chule his Statutes, and not 


forget the Works of GOD, bur ſee their Hope in 


Him, and keep his Commandments, 

O conſider the awful Hazard you run by Security 
and Delays. Is it not threaten'd, Prov. 29. 1. He 
that betng often reproved, hardneth his Neck, hall 
ſildenly be deſtroy'd, and that without Remedy | 
And have you not reſiſted many Calls, rejected many 
Reproofs ? Surely then it is now high time to 


awake out of Sleep. O awake, ye ſecure Sinners; 


and do it fpeedily, leſt the Maſter coming ſuddenly, 
find you ſleeping. Soaſt not thy ſelf of to Morrow ; 
for :hou knoweſt not what a day may bring forth, 
Prov. 27. 1. = 


There is nothing of greater Conſequence and Con- | 
cern for us to {et about early and ſpeedily, than the 


exalting of GOD. It is the greateſt Imprudence to 
put it off to futurity. Nothing is worthier of Care 
In your Youthful days, than this. If you neglect 
this, vou ſpend your days in Vanity,and in what will 


be the Reproach of your Youth. This will be your 


only ſafety. You cannot be ſafe, ſo long as you forget 
GOD. You are every day, in hazard of Death ; yea 
in danger of Hell-fire. Rejoyce, O Young Man, and 


Waik i the ways of thine Heart, aud in the Lee - 
; ” ius 3 
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thine Eyes: But know thou that for all theſe thingy, 
God ill bring thee into Fudgment. Therefore Re. 
merver now thy Creator in the days of thy Youth, 
Reel. 11, 9. & 12. 1. | 


(.) And laftly, Let me apply my ſelf in ſome ſo- 
 Jemn words, to ſuch among theChildren of godly Pa 
rents as are Jerenerar-d trom the good Principles and 
Practices, in which they were trained up, and where- 

in their Fathers walked. 
O conſider from whence you are fallen, and repent, 
Conſider, and turn again. Whether you be younger 
or elder, let me expoſtulate with you in the Name 
of CHRIS and beſeech you to return unto the Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of your Souls, that you may live, 
Behold, you have not obey'd his Voice, but del. 
pis'd the Oath in breaking the Commandment, 
and therein deſpiſed your own Souls; yea, and del- 
is'd the glorious GOD. Why have ye done thing 
What iniquity did your Fathers find in GOD, that 
e have forſaken him! Or what have you to charge 
im with ! Gal. 5. 6. Te did run well perhaps: 
evho hath hindred you, that ye ſhould not obey tht 
Truth! --- Verily you are without Excuſe, and hay 
no Cloke for your Sin. | 
O conſider how unaccountablèe your Conduct is, 
18 Read the ſecond Chapter of Jeremiah, where GOD 
pleading with his People, upon the Unreaſonablenels 
1 of their Apoſtacy from Him : and take ſhame to 
your ſelves as utterly inexcuſable. Conſider how 
diſingenuous and ungratefu} a part you have acted, 
For, does not GOD infinitely Jeſerve to be exalted 
by you in all poſſible ways! Does he require any 
thing of you, to this end, but what is altogether res- un 
fonable, and what will be infinitely for your Profit ene 
and Advantage, for your higheſt Honour, and great- * 
© + eft Pleaſure and Satisfaction! And are you not un. Fo, 
deer the bonds of a folemn Covenant to ſeek andJ*s: 
ſerve GOD! Yet ye make Him to ſerve with your"! 
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vgs Wis not that fulfilled in you, Prov. 14. 2. He that is 


Re. 
415. 
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er verſe in his ways, deſpiſerh the Lord | Do you 
not ſlight his bleſſed Son, grieve his good Spirit, 
"ollute his Sabbaths, corrupt his Worſhip, trample 
on his Word, and profane his holy Name! O the 


Mile Ingratitude you are guilty of in thus treating 


the glorious GOD, in v hom you live, move, and 
have your Being! It is an awful Charge lying a- 
gainſt you, Dan. 5. 23. The God, in whoſe hand 
thy Breath is, and whoſe are all thy ways, thou 


Ja not glori ed. O think what a baſe Spirit you 


are of: think how baſely you earry it towards your 
bet Benefa tor, and your Fathers Friend; while you 
are fo careleſs of his Honour and Favour, and are 


king ſo much pains to pleaſe the Devil, to conform 
Munto the World, and gratify the Luſts of the Fleſh, 


your own and GOD's implacable Enemies 
And contider how great your Danger; how you 
expoſe your {elves to the vengeance of a diſhonour'd 
and provoked GOD. You have provoked Him to 
take his holy Spirit from you, and to ſtrive with you 
no more, but give you up to walk in the Counſel 
of your own Hearts. You are in hazard of that Curſe, 
Prov. 14. 14. The Back/tider in heart ſpall be filled 
wth his own ways. And of that, Hof. 4.17 
Ephraim is joyned to Taols ; let him alone. 
Indeed, we truſt, your Caſe is not yet deſperate. 
ror GOD our merciful Father invites even back-. 
liding Children to return. Jer. 3. 1. Thou haſt 
tlayed the Harlot zeith many Lovers; yet return 
gain to me, ſaith the Lord. O how ſhould this 
Grace of GOD melt and diſſolve the Heart of every 
rebellious Child ! Wilt thou not from this time cry 
unto GOD, My Father, I chuſe thee for my Guide 
and Portion 5 
Or deſpiſeſt thou the Riches of his Goodneſs and 


Firbearance ; and treaſureſt up to thy ſelf Wrath 
againft the day of Wrath! O conſider, if you go on 


Ri in your Treſpaſſes, after your Hardneſs and im- 


Penitent Heart ; verily your Damnation ſlumbreth 
: ; not 
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not: for if GOD ſpared not the 4ngels that ſinned, 
but quickly caſt them down to Hell, will he let you 
go unpunHh'd, who have ſinned againſt thoſe Mer- 
cies, which they never ſin'd againſt ; and deſpisd 
thole Offers of Grace that were never made to them! 
Verily the latter end will be worſe than the begin- 
ning; for it had been better for you never to have 
known the way of Righteouſneſs, than after you have 
known it, to turn from the holy Commandment, 
It we tin wilfully and with final Impenitence, after 
we have receiv'd the knowlege of the Truth; there 
remaineth no more Sacrifice for ſin : but a fearſul 
Judgment, and fiery Indignation, to devour the Ad- 
-- 17.5908 He that deſpiſed Moſes's law, died with- 
out Mercy: Of how much ſorer Puniſhment, ſhall 
he be tho't worthy, who hath troden under foot 
the Son of GOD, and counted the blood of the Co- 
venant wherewith he was ſanctify'd, an, unholy 
thing, and hath done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace 
For we know him that hath ſaid, Vengeance be- 
longeth unto me, I will recompence, ſaith the Lok. 
And it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living GOD. Better never to have been born, than 
to fall into his revenging hands. Conſider this, ye 
that forget GOD, leit he tear you in pieces, and 


? 

there be none to deliver. 

All the Means of Grace will be Joſt upon you, i 

you don't conſider and repent : and will be ſo mam 
dreadful Items in your future Account. ; 

Your godly Parents will be loud 3 again 

Fou inthe day of reckoning ; their Examples, Prayes : 
-Counſels, and Warnings, will riſe up in Judgment 5 
againſt you. And they will give their approving © 
Voices, in your Condemnation. O awful Thought 

3 Don't it ſtrike you to the heart! +l - 
. And then, You. will be eternally ſeparated fro, 
Four holy Parents, ard all Saints, from the bleſſe . 
4 Augels, from FESUS the Mediator, and from E 
| the fountain of all Good. The Log v will difow be 
FJaouat laſt. You may read your Doom, in Heb. 10.8 n 


The Children of godly Pavents. > © oe 


2 Tim. % 12, | Juke 9. 26. and other places. 
o 


O hearken,and be not high-minded, but fear. Kealize 


ic, Death and Hell are before you, and the Pit opens 


/ 


its Mouth for you. You are going in the broad road 
to Perdition. GOD won't bear 1 His Anger 
will kindle and burn againſt you, except you repent. 
He will pour out the full Vials of His Wiath upon 
Goſpel-Impenitents ; a wrath to the uttermoſt upon 
Hypocrites and Apoſtates. Your Miſery will be in 


proportion to your Guilt, exceeding great. Rev. 


to Him, Depars jror us, for we defire nos the knows- 


18. 7. How much ſhe glorified her jelf, and lived 
geliciouſſy, So auch Torment and Sorrow give her. 
Verily your Cup will be a moſt bitter Cup; G O D 


will te you double. And ſhall not Deſtruction, 


an everlaſting Deſtruction from GOD, be a Terror 
to you! En. Je 


But to conclude, 


While you go back from the Lox», you are taking 
an unhappy Method to bring down the Judgments 


of Heaven, not only on your ſelves, but on your 


Fimilzes too (if you have any) Which will fare the 
worſe for the miſerable Heads of them ; yea, upon 
the Cand. And how dolctul and terrible a thing 
vill it be, if you are found in the number of them 
bat help on the Ruin and Deſtructian of New- 
Zugland, by provoking GOD to depart from us.! 
1: GOD forſake the Land, all good goes away with 
Him: Our Glory depaks ; we loſe opr Crown, ous 
Strength, our Safety and Defence. Hence thoſe a- 
wakening Scriptures, Jer. 6. 8. Be inſtructed, O Je- 
rufalem, Jeſt my Soul depart from thee. And Hob 
9. 1:. WO to them when I depart from them. Tet 
v'ilbe a dreadful thing for GO D to depart from 
HNow-Lingland | And will you be of thoſe that fay 


edge of thy ways! O What a {orrowtut thing will 


it >2 to have a hand in the ruin of ſo many Churches 
e V:inIST, as He 1 3 plagted here; and to be 


among 
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among them that pull r of GOD; 
to the making of the Land deſolate ! ---- We have 
one very far in provoking G OD, to viſit us with 
elolating Calamities : to bring us under the Con 
. tempt of the Hesthen, to cut us ſhort in our Com 
forts and Bleſſings, and diſtreſs us, both by Sea and 
Land; to ſend the Sword to devour, and Sickneldl 
to waſte and conſume, and other ſudgments to im 
overith and deſtroy us. We are already brough 
ewfor our Iniquities. And ſhall we by continue 
Impenitency, and by multiplying Provocations, haſte 
on the Completion of all heavy Woes, GOD's De 
parture from us! If this Generation fin away the 
| 8 Preſence of GOD, they take a Courſe te 
Have Sword and Famine and Peftilence employ'd, te 
che emptying Families and Towns, and laying waſtt 
a pleaſant Land. If we are unthankful for and 
| Fruitful under ſuch Covenant-Privileges, and eſpeci 
- Liberties, and Means of Grace, as we enjoy; we take 
U— an unhappy Method to provoke GOD to caft us of 
and to Write upon New-Engiazd, Lo-rubamab, To 
amme ; for they are not my People, and I will nat 
be their GOD ; nor will I anv more have Merc) 
upon the heul of Trae], but J will utterly take them 
— away, faith the Log p. | 


i conclud? with thoſe Words of Calis to the 
Church of Fpheſas, Rev. . 5. Remember therefon 
from wwence thou att fallen; aud repent, and al 
the fir? works : or elje T will come uno thee quickiys 
an will remove thy Candleſtick out of bis platth 
. © . exsepr thou repent, ---- He that hath an Ear, I& 
im hear what the Spirit faith unto the Churches, 
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